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Chairman’s Message

hat an exciting few months we have ahead of us in Australian
Soccer betwean now and - we hope - mid-1998. France and the
world Cup
This ‘foaty fest' kicks of this week of course, with the 1997 Nintendo Suparstars
of Soccer serles, to be broadcast once agaln on the Nine Netwark
Last year's serles wos o huge success. with unexpectedly high television rat-
Ings for a soccer product that hod never graced the screens before. let alone
on commercial television
Of course, this year the serles has taken on a whole new significance for
Australian Soccer
With Tetry Venables at the helm as national coach and, for the serles, “over-
seer” Ihe two matches In Melbourne and Sydney will amount to selection tri-
als for the World Cup squad
This will give our hundreds of thousands of soccer fans a look at the finest
talents Australian Soccer has to offer on the pitch, at the same time. fighting
It out man far man, one on one. for the coveted places 1o take on our
Oceania opponants In the World Cup quallflers
Socceroo coach Terry Venables Intends naming his finol squad soon after the
Sydney Superstars game on June 4 and then It's on - the Socceroos versus
the Solomon Islands and Tahitl, followed by New Zealand
All things being equal Venables' Socceroos should then find themselves up
against the fourth team In Asla, the lost hurdle before making the world's top
32 nations to play In France next year
The Nintendo® series, as this year's Superstars series has become known,
Introduces Australion Soccer 10 a brand new sponsor in Nintenao®, whose
support and involvement we enthusiastically welcome.
Also, the Nine Network's continued and growing Interest in soccer augers well
for the long term future of the game.
Of course, all our other sponsors are still with us and we hope they reap the
banefits of the next few months as well
When they kick off at Olymplc Park on May 28
It Is well ana truly on for Australian Soccer for
the rest of the year

David Hill
Chairman, Soccer Australia
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As the Number One video game company
in the world Nintendo® Australia Pty. Ltd.
Is proud to be the major sponsor of the
Nintendo® Superstars of Soccer Serles.
We are expecting it to be both an excit-
ing and highly competitive .setles espe-
cially as the players try to make their
mark and gain selection In the
Australian World Cup Squad.

With the vast array of Australian soccer
talent flying in from all points of the
globe to compliment the quality of local-
ly based players, we are In no doubt that
the Australian public will be treated to
soccer of the highest calibre.
Never before have we seen such an
accumulation of soccer talent on our
shores. Australlan soccer is on the verge
of experiencing an explosion in main-
stream popularity and acceptance. This
Is In no small way due to the selection
of the internationally renowned Terry
Venables as Head Coach as well as the
continued growth, improvement and pen
etration of Australian players into the
best leagues in the world.
Nintendo® would like to wish all partici-
pants the best of luck for the Superstars
Series and extend that to the Australian
team for the World Cup In France In
1998,

David Yarnton
Director of Sales and Marketing
Nintendo® Australia Pty. Ltd.
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Nintendo® Superstars Of Soccer 1997

Match One:

Wednesday. May 28, 1997
at Olympic Park
in Melbourne.
Kick-off 7:30pm.

Match Two:

Wednesday, June 4, 1997
at Parramatta Stadium
in Sydneu.
Kick-off 7:30pm.

TELEVISION COVERAGE

Channel Nine's Wide Warld of Sports will
again telecast the twormatech Nintendo®
Superstars of Soccer serles, showeasing the
cream of Australia’s soccer stars

Wide Warld of Sports will broadcast delayed
prime-time telecasts of both matches. from
9:30pm to 1;30pm on Weanesday, May 28
and Wednesday, June 4 respectively,

The telecasts will be hosted by £ddie Maguire
and Ken Sutcliffe, with cammentary provided
by Greg Blake and special comments from
Brisbane Strikers player-coach Frank Farina
and former Socceroo skipper Paul Wade.
Channel Nine is keen to repeat the success
of lost year's broadcasts of the

Inaugural series, which proved to

be surprise ratings winners

Y yeor's
" Superstars
of Soccer was
a tremendous
success and there
1S no doubt that this
year's series will be
even better. given that
the players will be plauing
for places In Terry Venables'
World Cup squad.” Nine
Netwark Director of Sport
Gary 8urns said

* By watching the two
Nintendo® Superstars of

Soccer matches on the Nine
Network, viewers will also

have the chance to win

\ @& trip for two to the

1998 World Cup in

France, plus run-
ners-up prizes of

\ Nintendo® 64
or Nintendo®

Gameboys,

UP-COMING SOCCEROO
PROGRAM

May 28: Nintendo® Superstars of
Soccer (game one) In Melbourne.

May 31: Ericsson Cup awards night
in Sydney.

June 4: Nintendo® Superstars of
Soccer (game two) In Sydneu.

June é: Terry Venables' World Cup
squad announced.

June 11: World Cup - Australia v
Solomon Islands In Sydney.

June 13: World Cup - Australla v Tahiti
in Sydney

June 15: World Cup - Solomon
Islands v Tahitl In Sydney.

June 17: World Cup - Solomon
Islands v Australia In Sydney.

June 19: World Cup - Tahiti v Australia
In Sydneuy,

June 21: World Cup - Tahitl v Solomon
Islands In Sydney.

June 28: World Cup - Oceania Group
A winner v Oceania Group 8 winner
(Ist leg),

July 5: World Cup - Oceanla Group A
winner v Oceania Group 8 winner

(2nd leq),
INDEX
> - Chalrman's message
5 - Socceroo diary of events

6 &7 -Terry Venables

? & 10 - Aussies invade €ngland
11 & 14 - Superstar profiles

12 & 13 - Socceroos spanning
the globe

16 & 17 - Pride of the locals

19 = Raul Blanco

20 & 21 - Coming home
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Assistant Edltor: Greg Bloke
Advertising: Anthany Clark
Cormrespondents: Micky 8rock

Stuart Jonas

Publisher;

One on One Corporation PlyLtd.
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ustralian soccer coach Terry Venables was born In Daganham,

a hot bed of English soccer

In the surrounds of Bonham Road, where Yenables grew up.

lived probably the greatest soccer dynasty in England. The
Allen family, with Clive probably being the best known these days. plus
Ken Brown and Dicky Walker all came from the area. Not to mention
England stars Jimmy Greaves and Martin Peters

Football was always going to be Venables life. Starting his playing days
with local sides. he came to prominence when starring for the Lymington
Boys football team. The local papers were now taking an Interest and
were beginning to devote column inches to his exploits. but not even
they could have predicted the phenomenon that is Terry Venables.

His soccer career has been long and successful but he may never have
started down the managerial trail ot the time he did had It not been far
his former Crystal Palace boss, Malcolm Allison,

In 1974, aofter just 14 games for the Eagles, Allison called him Into his
office and said: “You're finished as a player. | want you to concentrate
on the coaching side of things™.

Venables has attempted many things in his life but the overriding factor
to It all Is simple: Venables is a winner. 'If a job’s worth doing. it's worth
doing well' Is his motto and one he has ably managed throughout his
life.

PLAYING CAREER

Chelsea 1959-65 202 Apps 26 Goals

Tottenham 1965-68 114 Apps 5 Goals (80,000 pounds)
QPR 1969-74 178 Apps 19 Goals (70,000 pounds)
C. Palace 1974 14 Apps 0 Goals (70.000 pounds)

Honours:
League Cup Winners Medal with Chelsea 1965
FA Cup Winners Medal with Tottenham 1967

England

Two full England caps - Belgium and Holland

England Under23 caps - 4

England Youth International

England School International

England Amateur International

English Football League Representative

The only person to be capped at every level for England

MANAGERIAL RECORD

1976 - First managerial appointment at Crystal Polace

1977 - Guides the Eagles to promotion from Dilvision Three

1979 - Palace win Division Two

1980 - Becomes manager (and Director/shareholder) at QPR

1982 - QPR meet Spurs in FA Cup Final when still In Division 2

1983 - OPR win 2nd Division Championship.

1984 - Lands the hot seat at Barcelona

1985 - Barcelona win thelr first Spanish title for 11 years

1986 - Barcelona are the Runners-up In the European Cup

Runners-up In Spanish League

1987 - Runners-up In the league again
Sacked by Barcelona
Appointed manager of Spurs

1990 - Spurs finish 3rd In league

1994 - The new Manager of England on January 28

1996 - Announces he will quit the fop job after Euro 946
England make the semi-finals of the competition, losing 56 on
penalties after a 1-1 draw with eventual winners. Germanuy.
November - Becomes manager of the Socceroos and Australia win
their first flve games under the Venables stewardship.
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Over 30 Australion-born soccer
players are plying their trade In the UK,
The Nintendo® Superstars of Soccer series

offers the sporting public a chance to

”
witness some of Australia’s ~
finest stars on - . [MARK BOSNICH (G/K)|
= Born: Sydney (13:1-72)
home soil » Club: Aston Villa

Started his UK career with
HManchester United, making three
appearances. Mark has made the
goalkeeping spot his own ot
Aston Villa since Joining them in 1992,
Bosnich's performances for Villa have seen him
labeiled as "the best keeper In the world®, The Socceroo
star has suffered injuries this term. limiting oppeorances
1o Just 20 in the league, but has also made two FA Cup and one
Coca-Cola Cup (CCC) appearance in 96/97. The Aussie keeper hos
tasted glory when he won two CCC medals at wembley Earmed
a reputation as a ‘penalty expert’ in the winning CCC of 93/94 Villa side.
Spent much of that campoign helping Villa stave off relegation

but ke lost year, finds himself playing in Europe next season.
HONOURS

Vs Man Utd 1994 341

¥s Leeds Uld 1994 3-0

LEAGUE CAREER

Han Utd 1989-91 3 apps

A Yillg 1992- 133 apps 1 goal

| CRAIG MOORE (Def) -|

Born Canterbury. (12-12-75) Club: Glosgow Rangers

Cralg Is playing his football at the boom time for Glasgow Rangers in the
Scottish Premier League and Is certainly doing his part to the full as the
Champlons celebrated their ninth title win on the trot,

He also starred In the Scottish Coca-Cola Cup Final and picked up another
winners medal as well as turning out in two SFA Cup matches and three
European Champions League games this term.

Has won two Coca-Cola League Cups, versus Hibernian 93/94 and agalnst
Hearts In 96/97

LEAGUE CAREER
Glasgow Rangers 1993 56 apps 4 goals

c.'ivu.'.i SHom PERLE "6'?_) d) [KEV'N MUSCAT (Mid) -]
{IUCRWEEREm Unitog '
SOlfie of In]urg wheTNIQIIERIEE! Ham for Born: Crawlew England. (7-8-73) Club: Crystal Palace
SAUUUA 1995/96 andiig t'"m_ Beotile In Left South Melbourne this year to join Endsleigh League Division One outfit
RUURIC R ork. Fulfiled QERIT ambition Crystal Palace and has been almost ever present this term. That |s Q surprise
\;.m‘“‘ TN bued against h.\.l‘,“; for the when considering he went from South Melbourne to the Olymple Games,
jitst Alme ) where he captained the side, and virtually stralght to England without a rest
. :zvm'i; T8dily admits S 100M areft Has linked up extremely well with his new team-mates and forced a world
pe {8lond It would W;iil us td ::::,Z S:::]:,U:hif :;:r:;chwaner when playing against Bradford City at
} / ’ Firm favourite with the crowd and In addition to league appearances, added
"é‘g‘ aims to M two FA Cup and three Coca-Cola Cup games, scoring one goal In the latter
oy e years 1) , LEAGUE CAREER
RS (-Q:'C,‘L 35 for o GreeNf : _ Crystal Patace 1994+ 44 apps 2 Goals
q"" lﬁﬁgﬂ SN(s, B has no troul&obtainiig
SWerRparmt for the UK '
AGUE"CAREER

 .-;< Ham Unllidﬁlmw¢app% oal

' LS °




10 WBA 1996 15 apps 2 goals

[ROBBIE SLATER (Mid) |

- Born, Ormskirk, Lancs. (26-11+64) Club: Southampton

Although born In €ngland, Robbie has played many times for the Socceroos
ofter migrating to Australia as a child.

Started ploying in Europe at Lens In France but joined Blackburn Rovers

In the season 94/95 and helped them to win the Premier League title.

Moved on to West Ham Utd the following term and this year Slater transferred
to Southampton, under the guidance of former Liverpool great Graeme
Souness. The fans voted him Southampton's 1996/97 "Player of the Year”
LEAGUE CAREER

Blackburn Rovers 1994-95 18 opps (Premier League Champlons)

west Ham Utd 1995/94 25 apps 2 goals
Southampton 1996/97 29 apps 2 goals
[PAUL AGOSTINO (Fwd)

- Bomn: Woodvllle, Adelaide. (9-6-75) Club: 1860 Munich
Has enjoyed ‘cult’ status amongst Bristol City fans and the
Iocal press since joining from Young Boys of Berme In the
Swiss leogue. where he spent three seasons

I's not surpnsing the fans love him as he was head and

shoulders above the other strikers in Division Two. The - P Bom: Sydney
one-time Young Socceroo frontman has only recently ."6‘5‘651
Joinea German First Division side 1860 Munich. Club: Hiliwatll

7 Signed for Miwoll ofter ploying
LEAGUE CAREER (] 4
Young Boys Beme 1992-95 29 apps f:’u:mw:’h? WEW'H
3 goals " , Divisien
Bristol City 1995 - 74 opps 19 goals 51:«3 m:o::::z?ms mbm
v by injury during this compaign,
[ANDY BERNAL (Def) | restricting hem 10 Just two full

Oappearances for the Loncon side
Probably o season he Wil wantio ' £
forgetin a hurry ond will relish the

Born: Canberra. (16-7-66) Club:
Reading

Although his usual position Is ot the back, this season has opporunity o get back an
seen him operating in midfield where his contribution and intemationol cduty
work-rate has been outstanding LEAGUE CAREER
Not a prolific goalscorer but has certainly saved plenty with wall Millwall 1994

limed last ditch tockles. Transferred to the Royals from Ipswich, « TSopps 2qgools
after @ brief return to Australia with UTS Olymplc. Bernal has devel-
oped Into another 'Aussie’ favourite with the Berkshire locals
LEAGUE CAREER

Ipswich Town 1992-94 9 apps 0 goals
Reading 1994- 115 apps 2 goals,
|JOHN FILAN (G/K) |

Born: Sydney (8-2-70) Club: Coventry City

Arrlved In €ngland fouryears ago and began his career with Cambridge United
before joining Coventry City, ofter an initial loan spell. for $700.000 in March 1995
John represented Australia at the 1992 Barcelona Olympic Games but has been
kept out of Premier League action much of the time due to the excellent form

of the Sky Blues goalkeeper, Steva Ogrizovic

o~

LEAGUE CAREER

Cambridge United 1992-94 48 apps

Coventry City 1994- 15 apps

|8HAUN MURPHY (Def)|

Bom: Sydney. (5:11-70) Club: West Bromwich Alblon

Signed for the 'not so famous’ Magpies, Notts County from Perth Italia in 1992

and seltled stralght Into the team, experiencing the dreaded drop to Division Two in
the 1994/95 season. Appeared to have no trouble In establishing himself as a
first-team regular and even found the back of the net on a couple of occasions
LEAGUE CAREER

AL
l"'.'.‘ !*u \{.
Notts County 1992-96 93 apps 5 goals N L




JOHN ALOISH

D.0.8. - 5-2-76, Adelaide

CLUB - Cremonese, Italy

POSITION - Centre-forward

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Standard Ligge (Bel),
Royal Antwerp (Bsl)

INT APPEARANCES - Two

INT GOALS - Nil

GRAHAM ARNOLD

D.0.8. -38-463,

CLUB - Sanfrecce Hiroshima Uop)
POSITION - Striker

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Sydney Utd,
INT APPEARANCES - 50

INT GOALS - 16

MATTHEW BINGLEY

D.O8 -16-87, Auburn, Sydney. NSW
CLUB - Marconl Fairfield

POSITION - Midfield

PREVIOUS CLUBS - St George BSC
INT APPEARANCES - 9

INT GOALS - 3

MARK BOSNICH

D.O.8. - 13172, SYDNEY, NSW
CLUB - Aston Villa (Ena)
POSITION - Goaolkeeper
PREVIOUS CLUBS - Sydney Utd,
Han Utd (Eng),

INTAPPS - &

INT GOALS - NIl

MEHMET DURAKOVIC

D.0.8. - 1310-65. Montenegro. Yugoslavia
CLUB - Selangor (Malaysio)

POSITION - Centre-back

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Sth Melbourne

INT APPEARANCES - 39

INT GOALS - 3

ROBERT ENES

D.O.B. - 22-8-75, Sheppartion, Vic
CLUS - Sydney United

POSITION - Midfield

PREVIOUS CLUBS - A 1.S.. Preston.
Melbourne Zabras,

INT APPEARANCES - 5

INT GOALS - NIl

CRAIG FOSTER

D.O8. - 15469,

CLU8 - Marcon! Fairfield
POSITION - Midfield
PREVIOUS CLUBS - FAS (Sing),
Emst Borel (HK). Adelalge City
INT APPEARANCES - 8

INT GOALS - D

AYTEK GENC

D.O.8B, - 3:2:66. Turkey

CLUS - Sydney Utd

POSITION - Midfield

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Marconl, Penrith,
Parramatta Eagles, Jahor FC (Mal)

INT APPEARANCES - 3
INT RO S

ROBBIE HOOKER

D.O.B. - 6367

CLUB - West Adeloide

POSITION - Sweeper

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Sydney City,
Sydney Olympic

INT APPEARANCES - 14

INT GOALS - 2

STEVE HORVAT

D.0.8. - 14-3-71, Geelong

CLUB - Halduk Split (Croatia)
POSITION - Defenaer

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Melbourne Knights
INT APPEARANCES - Nine

INT GOALS - NIL

MILAN IVANOVIC

0.0.8. - 21112-60. Yugoslavia

CLUB - Adelaide City

POSITION - Sweeper

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Red Star Belgrade (Yug)
INT APPEARANCES - 48

INT CAPS - NIl

ZELJKO KALAC

D.0.8. - 161272, Sydney NSW

CLUB - Sydney United

POSITION - Goalkespar

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Sydneu Utd, Leicester
Clty & Wolverhampton Wanderers (Eng)
INT APPEARANCES - 23

INT GOAL - N/A

STAN LAZARIDIS

D.O.8. -16-8-72. Perth, WA

CLUB - West Ham Utd (Eng)
POSITION - Midfield

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Floreat Athena
INT APPEARANCES - 14

INT GOALS - Nil

CRAIG MOORE

D08, - 12-12-75, Canterbury, NSW
CLUB - Glasgow Rangers (Sco)
POSITION - Central midfietd
PREVIOUS CLUBS - ALLS

INT APPEARANCES - Two

INT GOALS- Nil

DAMIAN MOR1

D.0.8 -30-9-70, Melbourne, Vic

CLUB - Adelalde City

POSITION - Striker

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Melb Knights. Adelaide
City, Borrusio Monchengladbach (Germany)
INT APPEARANCES - 25

INT GOALS - 6

KEVIN MUSCAT

D.O.8. - 7-8-73, Crawley, £ngland

CLUB - Crystal Palace (Eng)

POSITION - DEF/MID

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Sunshine George Cross,
Sth Melbourne

INT APPEARANCES - 8




Socceroos Spa

JOHN ALOISI CRAIG MOORE
Cremonese Glascow Rangers
(Italy) e (Scotland)

TONY VIDMAR

Glascow Rangers
(Scotland)

SANRECCE

MINQEMIMaA FC
——

——

GRAHAM ARNOLD

Sanfrecce Hiroshima
(Japan)

ASTON VILLA FC.

MARK BOSNICH

Aston Villa
(England)

MEHMET
DURAKOVIC

Selangor
(Malaysia)

STEVE HORVAT MARK VIDUKA KEVIN MUSCAT

Hajduk Split Croatia Zagreb Crystal Palace
(Croatia) (Croatia) (England)
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: JASON VAN BLERK
TONY POPOVIC Millwall

Sanfrecce Hiroshima (England)
(Japan)

STAN LAZARIDIS
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Hajduk Split
(Croatia)
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ROBBIE SLATER JOSEPH SPITERI NED ZELIC

Southampton SK Storm Graz Auxerre
(England) (Austria) (France)




JASON PETKOVIC

D.O8 - 71272, Framantle, WA

CLUB - Agelalde City

POSITION - Goalkeeper

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Spearwood Dalmatinac
INT APPEARANCES - 3

INT GOALS - n/a

TONY POPOVIC

D.O8. - 4773, Sudney, NSW
CLUS - Sanfrecce Hiroshima Uop)
POSITION - Sweeper

PREVIOUS cLUS8S - Sudney United
INT APPEARANCES - 19

INT GOAL - NIl

JOSIP SKOKO

D.0.8. - 101275, Mount Gambier

CLUS - Hojduk Split (Cro)

POSITION - Hidfield

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Nth Geelong Warriors.
ALS

INT APPEARANCES -2
INT GOALS - NIl

ROBBIE SLATER

D.0.8. - 22-11-64, Ormskirk. Lancs (Eng)
CLUB - Southampton (Eng)

POSITION - Midfield

PREVIOUS CLUSBS - 5t George BSC,

Sydney Unlted, Lens (Fra),Stasbourg (Fra),
Blackburn Rovers (Eng). West Ham Utd (Eng)
INT APPEARANCES - 19

INT GOALS - Nil

JOSEPH SPITERI

D.OB8 - 4573

CLUB - SK Storm Graz (Austria)
POSITION - Striker

PREVIOUS cLuBs Heidelberg Alblon
Parramatta, Melbourne Knights

INT APPEARANCES - 7

INT GOALS - 2

ERNIE TAPAI|

D.0.8. - 14-2-47, Yugoslavia

CLUB - Collingwood Warriors

POSITION - Midfield/Striker

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Morwell Falcons, Estoril
(Por). Stoke City (Eng), Adealide City

INT APPEARANCES - 25

INT GOALS - 2

ALEX TOBIN

D.OA8 - 31165

CLUB - Adelaide City

POSITION - Centre-half

PREVIOUS CLUBS - wWest Torrens Birkalla
INT APPEARANCES - 45

INT GOALS - 2

| Soccer Australia Player Profiles 1997

KRIS TRAJANOVSKi

D0.08 -19-2.72 Geelong. Vic

CLUB - Adelalde City

POSITION - Striker

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Geelong. Sunshine
George Cross, Sth Melbourne. ALS.. Preston
Sth China (HK). Adelaide City, UTS Olumpic
INT APPEARANCES - &
INT GOALS - 7

PAUL TRIMBOLt

D.O.8, - 25.2:49

CLUB - Sth Melbourne

POSITION - Midfield/Forward

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Brightonm (Vic), A1.S..
Sunshine George Cross

INT APPEARANCES - 25

INT GOALS - &

JASON VAN BLERK

D.O.8 - 16-2-66, Sydney NSw
CLUB - Millwall (Eng)
POSITION - Defender
PREVIOUS CLUBS - Go Ahead Eagles (Bel),
Ipswich Town (Eng). Sydney Olympic

INT APPEARANCES - 23

INT GOALS -1

TONY VIDMAR

D.O.8 - 4-7:70. Adelaide. SA

CLUS - Glasgow Rangers (Sco)

POSITION - Left Back

PREVIOUS CLUBS- Adelaide City. Germinat
Ekeren, Adelaide City. NAC 8reda

INT APPEARANCES - 26

INT GOALS - {

AURELIO VIDMAR

D.0.8 - 3-2:47, Adelaide. SA

CLUB - CD Tenerife (Spa)

POSITION - Midfield/Striker

PREVIOUS CLUBS - KV Kortri)k, SV Waregam
Standard Llege. Feuenoord

INT APPEARANCES - 21

INT GOALS - 7

MARK VIDUKA

D.O.8, - 910-75

CLUB * Croatia Zagreb (Cro)

POSITION - Striker

PREVIOUS CLUBS - A 1S, Melbourne Knights
INT APPEARANCES - 4

INT GOALS - NIl

DAVID ZDRiLIC

D.O.8 - 13474 Sydney, NSW
CLUSB - Sydney United

POSITION - Striker

PREVIOUS CLUBS - 5t George 85C
INT APPEARANCES - 3

INT GOALS - 0

NED ZELiC

DATE - 4-7-71, Canberrg

CLUB - Auxerre (Fra)

POSITION - Hidfielder/Utiity

PREVIOUS CLUBS - Canberra. UTS Olymplc,
Borussia Dortmund (Ger). OER (Eng) Eintracht
Frankfurt (Ger)

INT APPEARANCES - 20




And just to spice what is destined to

The Nintendo® Superstars of
Soccer series brings together the become one of the premier events on

the annual domestic calender, a pos-

richest array of Aussie

footballing talent ever seen on sible journey to the World Cup Finals

one playing field at one time. in France is at stake for the players

involved.

ride on the Line



can Imagine that both these games are going to be
no holds barred.” says South Melbourne skipper
Paul Trimboll of the 1997 series. Trimboll, acclaimed
as one of the most gifted players ever to grace the
Ericsson Cup, Is one of a number of locally-based stars
who have the opportunity to out-shine the overseas-
based stars in this series.
Impressing natlonal boss Terry Venables In these two
games could well cement thelr names In the final squad
to commence the qualifiers for the 1998 finals.
"I think It's going to be very hord because this Is basically
a selection trial.” says
Trimboll, -~
“Once you step out In this
series |t won't matter where

you are based, It's Just going to
come down to what happeans in
these two games ™

According to Venables this serles will
determine his final squad and thus will be
very competitive,

"I obviously don't want jJust those still standing
at the end of IL." Venables quipped.

"We've got to be competitive but you've also
got to tell them “hey. steady up. we're all in
the same camp.’

“Players know that there are places up for
grabs and they'll have to fight for it and
show their footballing abilities.

"And if everyone does well, it will make

mu job that much more difficult.
“But that's what I'm here for”
Adelaide City's Alex Tobin, the man
who could retire from the national
leogue as the most successful
there's ever been at this level,

says the challenge of re-estab-
lishing himself under a new

coach has Invigorated him.

"It has sparked me, just as | think it has sparked most of
the players.” Tobin explained.

"I think Just about all the training sessions we've had
under Terry Venables have been at a hectic pace simply
because everyone has to prove themselves: you feel like
a new kid on the block.

“I'm sure that will be the case with this series with every-
one going at It as hard as they can to prove that they
want to be a part of it,

"Everyone. whelher they are experienced or not. Is back
on a level playing figld - even the Evropean players.”
admits Tobin.

"Obviously that puts o lot of pressure on everyone.”
"Things always change with a new coach, but | guess this
is a bit different.”

Tobin says that for established Aussie-based stars used

to near automatic selection under previous national
coaches, the transition has been a curious one
“It feels strange.” he says.
“I'm In the poslition where I've developed a reputation and
then someone from outside comes In and It's Just out the
window.
"Bul It's also like a new stort,
“There Is plenty of pressure there.” he admits,
"But | think ptayers who don't play well under pressure will
be In there for the long haul anyway"
If anuthing, that pressure has squeezed a bit

extra from the likes of West Adelalde veter-
an Robbie Hooker, whose future probably
nhinged on his efforts auring the success-
ful four nations serjes in Januvary.
Hooker, Matt Bingley and Craig Foster

did enough Iin those three games to

ensure Yenables could not
lgnore their claims 1o a pos-
sible World Cup squad
place.
"International football Is
all about that - you've got

to prove yourself in every
gome.” says Hooker.
“If you play well you get selected, it's that
simple.”
Like every other Aussie who has previously
done an international apprenticeship Hooker
says that working under the goze of new boss

Terry Venables had Iincreased the stakes.
“The competitiveness and Intensity is much higher
than usual” he explained,
“"Obviously everyone wants to show him what they can do,
80 It's been pretty much full on.
Hooker Is philosophical about his personal road to
France. although he'll be as keen as any to iImpress In
the Nintendo® Superstars series.
“It jJust depends on how you play and how you keep play-
Ing.” he said.
“You Just play each game like It's your last and play until
you drop.
“You hope that It (losing your ploce) won't happen. but
that's life and you just get on with It.
“You've Just got to take |t as it comes.”
Tobin probably speaks for every player who'll wear either
the green or gold In this series, with the World Cup clearly
In every player's gunsight.
"That's my Holy Groll as far as being a soccer player,” he
says of making it to France.
“To do that would be very special to me.”
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Blanco's ‘'Oz Tel' Connection

since "Oz Tel' hit the headlines as coach of the
Socceroos, but Raul Blanco's Impartance In the national
set-up is still eritical
As London-pased Venables® chief Uason on the local scene and
fght hand advisor to the head coach. Blanco remains a doml
nant personality on the Socceroo sidelines

' l IS public profile might have been significantly diminished

“The national team is the priority.” he explained

This Is everybody's team. we should simply rally behind It and
getting to the World Cup Is the priority now.”

And while the public Image of the Venables-Blanco partnership
now leaves the latter very much In the former's shadow 8lanco

S0ys he's enjoying the role

“I'm enjoying It very much.” he said

"We are new to each other but we seem to wark wall and we are

According to the Oluroo coach and long-lime senior Socceroo
side-kick he isn't concermed about his near forgotten man

stotus

friendiy.”

The mood was best captured during the opening press con
ference for the Four Nations Cup In Melbourne. with a
bustling media contingent pummelling Venables and polite-
Iy reserving a couple of questions for skipper Alex Tobin
The third panel - Blanco - sat in near silence for fourty-five
minutes, despite virtually being Venables' local ears and

eyes since the new cooch came aboard

The affable Blanco Insists he's not concerned by the focus

on the new coach

‘I gont think I've taken o back seat at all” he says
I'm still assistant coach of the national team, as | was

before

"It is sUlL a pleasure 10 be Involved

"He (Venables)} Is o man with a great reputation and he's

coached overseas ot the lop lavel

"We should all welcome that and | am delighted for the

game |tself "

Blanco hinted that what reservations he may have had
obout the filling of the national team coaching job have
since been replaced by a firm focus on the possibilities for

the future

art. Tha Libeary

LSOCCEROO SUPREMOS

When Terry Vmblu‘mhdmmmcedonlmuo
1, 1997 he became the sixteenth Socceroo senior
coach since the ASF (now Soccer Australia) was
formed and Australia's FIFA suspension was fifted in
1563. Previous Socceroo coaches were-

JIM KELLY (1964 - 1965)
Amumdwwmymd
Blackpool, Kelly was player-coach of South Coast
United In NSW when he took on the Aussie job. In
1965 he coached Australla in a two-game series
sgainst a Chelsea touring party which included one
Terry Venables.,

TIKO JELISAVIC (1965)

The former Yugoslav first division star was player.
coacholNSWteamYunlmnhompmhchm
for Australia‘s 1965 World Cup qualifying games
against North Korea and for a tour of Asia.

JOE MARSTON (1966)

An FA Cup winner and Aussie soccer legend, Marston
was the first former Aussie skipper to have coached
his country. Aussie-born Marston, after whom the
Malhrgrudﬁmlbutongmmdhmnd,
coached Australia in just a single game, against

AS Roma.

JOE VENGLOS (1967)

Venglos, a Czechoslovakian who stayod in the country
hrluﬂlhmmnucuchd?rwn.hokamu\a
Soccoroos for a three game series against Scotland in
1967.

JOE VLASITS (1967 - 1970)

A Hungarian who came to Australla in 1940, Viasits
began his reign as the Socceroo boss for a 1967
unbeaten 10-game tour of Asia and was in charge of
for the unsuccessful 1969 World Cup qualifying
games.

RALE RASIC (1970 - 1974)

Rasic was just 34 when appointed as national boss in
1870, but his legend fives on as still the only Soccerno
coach to take Australia to a World Cup Finals serjes.
His tenure ended In controversy as he missed re-
appolntment after taking the Socceroos to the West
Germany finals of 1974,

ERIC WORTHINGTON (1975)
Awmdwmmhwm
m-ndwmmmm.mmwhm
the under 23's overseas, was elevated to the senior
Mmhbbhrtmumuammmlzda\hmm

TONY BOGG! (1975)

Ralian-born Melbournian Boggl was appointed caretak-
er for five games, which included wins over Glasgow
Rangers and China and a draw with Benfica,

BRIAN GREEN (1975 - 1976)

Green came to Australia aa national boss proclalming
that "the ASF has picked the best man In England for
the job"'. Never unanimously supported Green was as
good as finished when it became public that he'd
appeared in a NSW court charged with having stolen
two LP records from a Sydney store.

JIM SHOULDER (1976 - 1978)

*Smiling' Jim Shoulder was just 29 years-old and with-
out a substantlal senior coaching pedigree when he
surprisingly won the job. The little-known Englishman
left for home after Australla falled to qualify for the
1978 World Cup Finals,

RUDI GUTENDORF (1978 - 1981)

West German globetrotter Rudi Gutendorf searched out
the spotiights on his arrival and managed to hold the
attention desplte a mediocre success rate and an
Inauspicious miss in the qualifying games for the 1982
Spain World Cup.

LES SCHEINFLUG (1981 - 1983)
M'scsddlntonthomdtomcmunyh
1974, Scheinflug became only the second former
Mﬂe:ﬂpmrbmmbm&&emm
he took the reigns in 1981.

FRANK AROK (1983 - 1990)

By tuming the Socceroos into his ‘mad dogs' and tak-
Ing them to within an ace of the 1986 World Cup
Finals the theatrical Arok turned the national team
Into a more marketable commodity than ever before.
His career wins included some famous victories and
the ever-so unlucky 0-0 draw against Scotland in
MelbomdichdoﬂedﬂnSooeemmaﬂacﬂnm
'86 finals.

EDDIE THOMSON (1990 - 1996)

The profiles and successes of each of the four major
national teams further incroased under the Scottish-
borm Thomson, with the 1992 Barcelona Olympics semi
finals and the two-game series against Argentina for
the last vacancy In the 1994 World Cup Finals the
stand-out highlights.

RAUL BLANCO (1996)

A long-time member of the national coaching fraternity
and 200-gamer at national league level, the highly-
respected Blanco filled in as caretaker before Venables
took over.

TERRY VENABLES (1997 - )

The well-traveliod and well-credentialled former
England boss is Australia’s most high-profile appoint-
ment in history - and its most controversial.

Venables started his Australian adventure in January
as the most exponsive coaching investment in the his-
tory of local soccer.




43597\ CHANCE TO SHINE

If nothing else, the Nintendo® Superstars of Soccer

series is a annual opportunity for Aussie fans to catch
a glimpse of their former local heroes.

Ith the deeds and fluctuating fortunes of the likes
of Mark Bosnich. Tony Yidmar, Paul Okon and Negd
Zelic now making world sporting headlines, the
safies afforas Aussie suppaortars the chance of seaing their
very own home-grown products in person at least once a year
According to Latio's Socceroo sweaper. Paul Okon. It s an
unfortunote situation that locol tolent cannot reach potentiol
without Individuals heading overseos Lo test their imits in fully
professional competition
Okon, a lote withdrawol from the Superstars serles with o
knee problem. says that Soccer Australio will struggle to
stop the Aussie player exodus until such time os the
tricsson Cup competition becomes fully professional
"S0 long as you are semi-professional you don't have
the mentality to do your best,” the 24 yearold said

1f it's professional the quality of the game will

imptove. the spectators will come and you won't
lose too many players abroad
“At the moment you have to go abroad lo test
yourself ond become as gQood ¢s possible ”

However, Okon did say he was buoyed by the
Involvement of former England boss Terry
Venables In the Socceroo’s run toward France

In 1998,
“Everybody Is excited (about Venahles)” he
said
“To get to the World Cup will gttract money
and sponsorship
"It is our only chance to get the gome up anad
running on a professional level.”

Despite the severe travel limitations on players
earning thelr Uving overseas. our Aussie
exports do look forward to the chance to stiut

their stuff on home turf

"I think we all enjoy the chance to get together
agaln and play ot home.” sald newly signed
Glasgow Rangers star Tany Vidmar of the Nintendo®
Superstars senes

“This year there (s plenty at stake as well

“There's o new 1egime and players ore going to be fighting for thelr

positions. so it's not going to be easy.

"Playling In Europe Is no quarantee of a place (in the World Cup squad).

so It's going to be very competitive ™

Venables' selections for the Nintendo® Superstars of Soccer serles has

already sent a message to the overseas-based stars,

Over 40 percent of the initial squad of 33 for the series were locolly-based,
suggesting that few of the ex-pats can expect automatic selection Iin the
final squad of 24 for the World Cup quallifiers
“I haven't tried to even things oul ™ Venables explained

KEVIN MUSCAT

fide s

“The players I've selected are there because they deserve to be.”
"Reputations mean nothing™
“I'll be as fair a5 | con as I'm not here 10 make [nends.
"They've got to now start again and put themselves in front of my eyes
"However, | do think we have the players thal can play at an international




level, I've got no doubt about thot,”

Aobbie Stater has had his most successful uear at Southampton this
saqson ana was voted "Player of the Year™ ot the Dell, above team-
mates like Matt Le Tissier and joining others like Kevin Keegan and
Alan Shearer in winning this honou,

After missing last year’s series Slater cannot wait for a return to home
soll for these games, panicularly now that Venables has the Aussie
fsam an a roll,

‘Five games. five wins, | would like 1o know which other coaches
could match thot record,” says Slater,

“And none of the victoties ware against easy opposition either.
The Hungary gome was a terrific result.
“That was one of our best ever performances.
Talking of games for places
In the World Cup squad.
whnat does the Nintendo®
Superstars of Soccer' mean
o Robble Slater?

I wasn't involved In last
uear's but there Is no way Il
be missing this time around.
"Il be great to play in front
of the home supporters
ogain, I Is the cream of
Australion soccer and | am
sure the crowds will coma

out to support the series.
‘Many of us who plauy over
seas have the opportunity

of plauina In front of people
wno hove helped vs along
he way

e boue over here get a

chance to play in front of
thelr family and friends

again. "Above all though,
there Is the chance for
players to prove themselves
gooa enough to play in the
coveted Green and Gold jer-
sey of Australia.”

Kevin Muscat hos proved his
doubters wrong by winning a
requlor place |n the Cruystal
Palace team this season

but the Nintendo® supetr-
stars of Soccer series offers
Kevin the opportunity to

play In the World Cup Finals In
France 98

“The Green and Goid games are the most Impartant of my national
career because the Australlan side for the World Cup quallfiers will
be selected ofter these games, he explained

" | cannot emphasis too much just whot this means to me

"It was always o dream ond something | wonted to do.”

"As the years have gone on |'ve won international caps

" This was one thing | wanted to do in soccer ana thankfully enough
It hos hoppened

‘I have enjoyed It and | want it to continue and that is why these
gomes mean so much to me.

“To perform well gives me the chance of making the World Cup
squad.” he said

Muscot says he Is looking forward to playing in frant of some
parochial Aussle crowds again

“I know what it's like to play In front of home crowds for Australle ang
there are not too many teams around In the country who would have
got the support we did when we plaued In the National Youth
Championships,” he explained

“Wolking out with the lads with the atmosphere and respect that was
around. | want ta have the chance to do |t all agaln and this time at
senlor level

“There is nothing like gstting Into the nationat camp. 1o see oll your
motes, even lo hear the Aussie accent agoain for all us overseas
based players

“Itis great to go Into comp and have o Qood yarn with one another,

-

——

the Australian sense of humour being so much more different than
anywhere else In the world

“You just enjoy being there. training and playing with the lods again
“That is why the 'Nintendo® Superstars of Scccer series 5 so vital
“There are so many more who are good enouah to play but we have
been chosen to play these games and now we have to prove to Terry
Venables that we are good enouagh to 2am a place in the World Cup
quallfiers squod™

"Secondly this serles |s In Australia and so many people ore proud
of You back home and they have the chance to be right there and
watch you play for a change

“Obviously, the number one priofnty is to get yourself inta the team
and do well"




NINTENDOS*

fest game for the human race, Mnﬁln

* Up to 4 players race against each other at the same time. Y v

* All action appears on your TV in magnificent split-screen vision, m‘

* This unique act of software magic comes courtesy of the only
piece of hardware with 4 ports, Nintendo 64,

SIS a 4iplayer, 64 bit, go-karting fun-fest.




