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FROM THE MANAGER’S DESK

By Stefan Kamasz, Manager
Olympic Airways Soccer League of Australia

Welcome to the 1985 season and
our proud new official publication
National Soccer Monthly,

Throughout this season we intend to
provide you with news, stories, photo-
araphs, star profiles, slatistics, com-
petitions and Inside stories of what is
really happening in the League.

National Soccer Monthly, however.
does nol aim to compete with the
soccer weeklies. It does, though, aim
to reach that vast presently uncatered
lor audience — the young soccer
player and supporter.

In return, though, we want to hear
from you

Write to us. Tell us your likes, dis-
likes, what you would like to see

This Is your magazine and we want
you to be part of it,

The Olympic Airways Soccer
League commences 1985 with the
largest corporate support for many
seasons

The involvement of Olympic  Air-
ways, SBS Television, Mitre Sports,
Ansett. Rothmans, Australlan Soccer-
pools and Travelodge adds up to an
investment in the League of over $1
million

Add to this the wealth of sponsor-
ship provided at club level and you
have & truly multi-million dollar soccer
competition

But sponsorship will not stop there

Expect that during the next month
further announcements will be made
invalving other companies which have
quickly identified the benefits of being
associaled with Australian soccer's
premier competition,

Withou! major corporate sponsor-
ship our League could not survive

We appreciate the support given to
us

'A.I. 1':
A great deal has been said recently

about the League ‘pulling up its socks'
and ‘getting Its act together’,
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Well | am not about to make any
rash promises. What | can say is that
we are making headway and attempt-
ing to get it right

Administratively, with the help of the
Victorian Soccer Federation, we have
expanded our operations. During the
coming months we intend further ex-
tending our resources Importantly,
though, we have glready taken the
first step towards eventual computer-
isation of our office

In the area of Media Relations. the
recen! appointment of Phil Jarratt
Communications  will undoubtedly
prove successful, Phil Jarratt and his
partner, Neil Jameson will work closely
with the League to improve our media
image and create a more positive ap-
proach to publicity, highlighting
soccer's activities and personalities.

Promotionally, this year should be
unequalled. Funds have been made
available by the clubs and with the
newly instituted Promotions Commit-
lee, which includes a number of re-
spected businessmen and women,
we intend to promote the League
more actively

Sure, there is still a long way to go,
but you will agree things are moving

W

Controversy has a tendency in
soccer lo regularly rear its ugly head,
and when it does it generally makes
superb reading for the knockers of
our code

However, as we commence 1985,
| can say in complete honesty that the
standing of the League within Aus-
tralian Soccer has never been higher

Gone are the squabbles with State
Federations. OQur role within the
A.S F. Is both acknowledged and re-
spected. Indeed the much publicised
dispute with West Nally now appears
to be resolved

In this World Cup qualifying year
harmony, dedication and determina-
tion are key factors for soccer's suc-
cess, not only at playing level but also
as far as administration of the code is
concerned,

A continuation of the progress made
during the last six months will ensure
that this success is made much less
difficult to come by

I look forward to an exciting and
successful year. | am sure you do
too!

1885 is a season of great incentive
for players.

In July our Under 18's travel to
China 1o compete in the World
Championships.

This is followed in August by the
World Youth Championships in Russia

September sees the start of our
senior World Cup Campalgn with the
prize being a berth in the Finals in
Mexico in June 19886

If ever there was an incentive to
perform, then 1985 mus! be the
year,

\YY” SOCCER LEAGUE

LETTERS: National Soccer Monthly
welcomes your opinions. Write to
us and express your soccer views.
We're giving away a Mitre ball to
the reader responsible for the Letter
of the Month. Write to: The Letters
Editor, National Soccer Monthly,
36-38 Clarence St, Sydney 2000.




NATIONAL
NEWSBREAK

Look ou! for a greal goalscoring
battle in both the Northern ana
Southern Divisions this season.

South Melbourne target man Doug
Brown hit 16 goals in 1983 and 22
last year to be the NSL's top
marksman for both seasons

Bul what about John Kosmina? —
we can hear the Sydney City fans
saying.

Kossie cracked 23 in '82 to sel a
record for goals scored in a season
The Socceroo skipper is in great form
this year and opened proceedings by
scoring his 100th goal al national
club level

The '85 season presents the
chance lor the league's top sirikers
to really come into their own. And
what a talented bunch we've got!

Marshall Soper, Charlie Egan, Rod
Brown, Brian Jackson, Paul Lewis,
Frank Farina, Calvin Daunt and John
Bradley are all class finishers with the
ability to put pressura on the likes of
Brown and Kosmina tor the top spol.

For added interest, Adelaide City
have lured Socceroo and Glasgow
Rangers star David Mitchell back to
the fold. What & bonus Super Milch
could be to the goalscoring tally.

They say you have lo be crazy lo
be a goalkesper. After all, anyone
who spends their weekends getting
in the way of the likes of Doug Brown
and John Kosmina must be impervious
10 pain

But for goalkeepers who come up
with the form this year, the rewards
will be worth il. At stake is the number
one national team shirt with Terry
Greedy, Tony Pezzano and Tony
Franken right in there for the top job.

Life might be tough for Pezzano,
the ace custodian from Sydney City
After wailing so patiently for Todd
Clarke to step aside, Pezzano nol
only did a top job for City but won call
up to the Socceroos

However, this season the evergrean
Clarke has returned from semi-retire-
ment 1o make a real batlle for the job
between the City sticks

Any player sarious abou!l his
chances of winning the Rothman's

Medal — the supreme Individual re-
ward lor player excellence — will be
very mindtul of the man wilh lhe
whistle

The league's referees have ac-
cepted the responsibility of judging
the medal series on a 3-2-1 score
basis tor each match

The two ingredients refs will be
loaking for are quality and good be
haviour as the medal is really a best
and fairest award

One player whose presence is sure
not to go unnoticed is Sergio Mella

Adelaide City's midfielder slipped
ahead of a few more fancied players
to win the 1984 Player of the Year
award. The 26-year-old Adelaide-born
Mella rates Sydney City's Joe Watson
as his favourite NSL player

As a lifetime supporter of Adcity,
Melta has no plans to leave his home
club tar whatever might be on offer in
Sydney or Melbourne. In Adelaide
his fans suggest that his real ambition
for ‘85 is 1o be introduced to Frank
Arok

Kosmina's 100th goal
{in League, Cup and Top Four)
scared against St. George.
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FRANK FARIN STAR
(SYDNEY CITY)

Full name: Frank Farina

Birthplace and date: Darwin, 5/9/64
Height and weight: 5" 117, 73kg.
Home: Bondi

Car: Sigma

Favourite current player(s): Platini

Ambitions for 1985: To make the
Soceeroos and do well with Sydney City.

Long-term ambitions: Be successful, play
in World Cup Finals and play club soccer
abroad

After soccer career is aver: Start my own
business or have a sound professional
career.

Previous clubs: Canberra and AlS.
Nickname: Frank Forever

Team you supported as a boy: Everton

Football heroes of childhood: Pele and
Johann Cruyff

Most memorable match: Youth Warld Cup
Finals v Mexico

Biggest thrill: Scaring in that game.

Biggest disappointment: Being sent off
against Israel in qualifying games.

Superstitions: None

International or other honours: Australian
yvaouth and Senior Socceroos.

Favourite other sports persons: Viv
Richards and John McEnroe

Favourite other sport: All sports
Hobbies: Squash, Photography, Golf

Favourite actor or actress: Al Pacino,
Dustin Hoftman

Favourite T.V. show: Hill Street Blues.
Favourite Musician: Everybody.

Biggest influence on career: Jimmy
Shoulder and Ron Smith




OH, WHAT A SEASON

In the change rooms of
Australia’s 24 most powerful
soccer clubs the stars of
the Olympic Airways Soccer
League are pulling on their
playing strips to do battle.

Ahead lies the most engrossing
season since the palmy days of1977
when the national concept was first
taunched

Great player incentives in the form
of World Cup seleclion and the Roth-
man's Medal are al stake

A new, simplified league itinaerary
makes for an altractive compelition
culminating in the excitement of the
play-off series between the Northern
and Southern champlons

Sponsorship is locked in, club fin-
ances and stability are at an all-time
high and the expeclancy level of
players, fans, and especially coaches,
is running hot.

Take West Adelaide’'s Neil
McGachey for Instance. Neil could
become the most innovative coach
ever, judging by his opening moves. |
know that the only certainly In a
coach's life Is that he'll eventually getl
the sack, but whilst I'm on the job I'm
going to enjoy it' he says., At the
moment he is brimming with confi-
dence, and in a startling break from
the average coaching approach, he's
going o mee! the fans in the stand
after every home game 1o explain his
taclics. ‘I's better to canfrant contlict
than to dodge it" he says best of
luck Neil

His counterpart at Adcity, Edmund
Kreft isn't making any predictions,
and when lold that on pre-season
form most judges rated his present
squad as the best since 1977, he
was pleased, bul cautious

I want 1o gel back to playing soccer’
he says ‘because that's what City fans
know and appreciate, | want us to win,
but above all to win with style’.

Brisbane City's Tony Lowndes says
he desperately wants Queansland
soccer to succeed, and knows that it
will be an uphill battle for him, as he is
new to the National scene Bul the
important thing is that Lions and City
will be working together for the good
ol Queensland soccer '‘because
Gordon Arrowsmith and | are good
malas’
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Lions' Gordon Arrowsmith thinks
this season will be much tougher for
Lions than last, because Lions’ good
Cup and League run will have put
other clubs on their guard. They
waon't be approaching games against
us In the same mood of complacency
as before’

Arrowsmith thinks champions South
can do It again, with Preston and
Green Gully good prospec!s as dark
horses,

GOACHES’
PREVIEW
1985 SEASON

Green Gully is coached of course
by the shrewd Bobby McLachlan,
best known probably for his team-
building ability. “There's no big maney
being tossed around here’ says
Bobby. ‘This club was built literally,
by hard-working fellows who put a lot
of lime and love and money Into the
Gully, and consequently when we go
shopping we go into the bargain base-
ment, We have picked up five new
first team players for the season for a
mere $9000' Good work Bobby,
you can do my grocery shopping any
lime

Brunswick Juventus have had a
miserable pre-season slart, with only
one win in the Buffalo Cup and now
have John Margaritis back at the
helm. 'Pre-season form doesn'l mean
too much to me’ says John, 'but once
our new players, full-back Peter
Lewis, midfielder Paul Wade and goal-
keeper Yakka Banovic have setlled in
we should go all right. Juve had a
shocking injury list last season, bul
nevertheless managed to make the
final five

A lot of eyebrows were lifted when
Preston appointed Bill Murray as
coach at the end of |ast season, but
Preston have acquired State League
scoring sensation Steve Smith, and
precocious Youth player Warren
Spink, and It's obvious that Murray
has already established a good rapport
with his players. Never short of a word

(Gary Cole says he could sen
glass eye to sleep), Murray bubl
over with enthusiasm, and his zes
reflected in his team'’s attitude on
field

I you don't believe the form be
then listen to what the top coac
are saying. Sydney City are red
favourites to lift another trophy
season

General consensus among Ih
men in charge of Northarn divi
squads is that the Slickers have
motivation and the manpower to g
the way

A sampling of top NSW coaches
City at the head of the "most lik
list with the strongest challenge
pected from ‘84 national grand |
Ists Sydney Olympic

The queslion we put o a ran
sampling of Olympic Airways Le:
coaches were (1) Besides your ¢
which is the team to beal?; anc
which side is the dark horse?

The answers provided intere!
Insights into how coaches are vie
the season and just what surp
might be in store

The logical starting point was
Manfred Schaefer, who as coat
Sydney Olympic knows whal's
quired to make it through to the |
offs,

"Sydney City look very impres
and will take some beating. They
basically the same line-up as last \
they are a well-tried outfit and k
what winning is all about.

“Injuries could put them in s
trouble as they don't have as r
cover in one or two positions as
might want

“Butin Frank Farina they haver
a great buy and when he setiles
thal side I'm expecting him 1o s
plenty of goals

"l also rate Grant Lee very b
and wa’'ll probably see Paul Kay
a much better season than he di
year

“Two of the best ‘keepers Ir
league, Tony Pezzano and -
Clarke are batlling for the numbe
position and that must be good 1
for coach Eddie Thomson

"Pezzano had two brilliant ge
against us last year and it's little 1



der he was called into the national
squad,

“When it comes 1o naming the dark
horse | must admit I'm not very good
al backing long-shots, Belore the
season kicked off | would have said
Sydney Croatia but I've changed my
mind.

| believe Newcastle will spring the
real surprise by making the top five
They're going to be a very tough pro-
position on their home ground his
season

"Qlympic played them at Adams-
town and won 1-0 but Newcastle
were without Brandt, McQuarrie and
Todd. It might have been differant if
they were at full strength.”

A few coaches have indicated that
the Introduction of a unifarm relega-
tlon rule will have a definite effect on
the conduct of the league

For the first time no clubs will be af-
torded protecied stalus which means
that the wooden-spooners will auto-
matically take the plunge. For that
reason St. George coach Frank Arok
says those clubs who struggled last
year wlill be scratching so furiously for
points that the competition will be
tighter than ever.

“I'm still expecting to see Sydney
City's name at the top of the ladder. A
setlled team with no financial worres
makes for a happy club

“Sydney City have plenty of experi-
ence plus the winning habit. The club
has never been lower than third and
that record gives their players a tre-
mendous amount of confidence

“They'll be very hard to beat."”

Arok predicts Sydney Olympic will
be snapping at City's heels with Leich-
hardt and Marconi showing enough
promise to figure in calculations

Rather than one dark horse, he
names threa, in no parlicular order

"Sydney Croatia, St. George and
Newcaslle. But if St. George can sign
a good siriker, we'llbe back up among
the top bunch.™

While the impact of Sydnay Cily's
experienced line-up is expected lo be
significant, the role younger players
will have in ‘85 Is sure to ba more im-
portant then ever.

As coaches look to local junior
movements and the AIS for new
recrults, the emphasis on local youth
Is significant.

But Fil Bottalico of Leichhardt Is
one coach who stresses that young
players who make the step to senior

soccer should be aware of the real
challenges.

“|f a coach picks a young player for
the top league then that player must
understand he is expected to play
and compete as a man

“He can no longer consider himself
wrapped in cotton woaol.”

Those comments aside, Fil is anticl-
pating Sydney City's stability, under-
standing and expenence to be the
vital factors

“Mos! other clubs have made off:
season signings and they'll take time
to settle into their new sides, But City
don't make too many changes and il
they have to Infroduce new players,
they seam o settie them in very
quickly.”

In the dark horse category, Bottalico
predicts that the new competitive
adge to the ‘85 league will make it
possible for “anybody and every-
body" to spring the surprise

"I Leichhardt buy a couple of
players, you can count us as definite
title chasers."”

Sydney Croatia’s Vedran Rozic isn't
plunging on the favourite at all, Instead
he's looking for value from Sydney
Olympic, the performers of '84

Brunswick Juventus v. Green Gully,
Steve Mclelland, Joe Sweeney,
Andrew Zinni and Andy Young.

“QOlympic play attractive football and
they have a strong man up front in the
farm of Marshall Soper.

“Their midfield is outstanding and
despite having lost one or two
experienced delenders, Manfrad
Schaefer will still get excellent value
for his back four.”

Rozic predicts Sydney City will make
a great race of il, but as for the dark
horse category, he believes the com
petition is too even to pluck oné from
the bunch

“Croatia probably neea another
good midfielder to be considered a
real chance this season

“But look out tor Jim Pankas. With
an injury-free run, he'll be one of the
stars of '85."

Things are looking bnghter around
Wollongong since the club religved
some of s financial pressures by
selling players and relying Instead on
its youth ranks,

That policy has thrown up such stars
as youth international midfielder Alex
Bundalo and converted the Wolves
into a pack of real entertainers

Coach Adrian Alston is cauliously
optimistic about his side’s chances ot
jolting a few of the |league’s heavy-
weights as an antidote for what some
folk have forecast as a dose ol the
relegation blues

“I'm still predicting Sydney City will
win. With seven Internationals In their




squad, they look the best of the
bunch

“"Even when they're not playing well
they have the ability to get a resull
and you need that if you want to win a
championship.

"Many people overiook just how
many tall players they have in thei
team. But how many times do you
see them pull a game out with a
headed goal from one of their giants?

“It you look at the statistics you'll
find they score more headed goals
than any other side. That says some-
thing about the goalscorers and
something aboul the quality of balls
delivered into the box

"There aren'l many candidates for
the dark horse prize bul you can
never afford to write off St. George
They're a good, stable club and usu-
ally extract the best from their players.

“Blacktown made a good gain in
signing John Bradley from Leichhardt
and with players like Phil O'Connor,
must be capable of a few surprises.”

Newcastle's Willie Gallagher is also
impressed with Sydney City's creden-
tials and the no-fuss guidance of Eddie
Thomson,

“The addition of Farina will add real
dash up front at a time when they are
probably looking for a bit mare
speed."” said Gallagher.

However, he is nol as convinced as
other coaches that City's superiority
Is so clean cul

"We've met Sydney City in pre-
season and Olympic in the league
and | must say that Manfred Schaefer's
team looked a very useful combina-
tion. They'll be there at the death.”

While Gallagher doesn'l discount
his own team's top five prospects, he
rates Sydney Croatia as a possible
surprise package,

“They've been spending in the off-
season and, althouah they might
have a questlon mark or two about
consistency, they should do reason-
ably well."

Gallagher also tips that it will only
require a bit of stablility for Canberra
to make a bold showing

And how does the Newcastle boss
rate his own team, which after all,
won the Cup last year?

“Well, it you rate Sydney City as a
good, experienced team, you'd have
to say Newcastle is a good, inexperi-
enced team.”

Willie Wallace of Penrith goes for
Sydney City and Olympic In that

Paul Lewis (Green Gullv)

order “because they have more class
players than other squads”™

“Leichhardt and Marconi both have
a sprinkling of quality players while
St. George are bound to be in there
somewhere."”

Wallace lips Penrith will show real
improvemen! on last year's effort
which saw them finish seventh

“We'll be a difficult side to beat,
particularly at home and | think you'll
see us gel better as the season pro-
gresses.”’

And that all brings us to the opinion
ol Eddie Thomson who, on learning
that mos! coaches had tipped his leam
laughingly said: “They've gone and
put the mocker on us!”

Thomson is also tipping a hight com-
pelition with Olympic, despite the loss
of Patikas and key defenders, making
some ol the front running.

“Marconl also have falent to burn
and the signing of Peter Tredinnick

£

will add to the value of David |
and Rod Brown

Thomson oo nominates Sy
Croatia as good value purely of
basis that “on their day they can
anybody™

As 1984 Coach of the Year T
son’s opinion should not be |
lightly so take heed of his i
players to watch in '85

‘Robbie Slater from St. Georg
a poor season last year but
looks the goods again

"Marcani’'s Rod Brown is a spl
athlete and just might be ready
big season, The other boy wh
presses me is Wollongong's
Bundalo."

Soccer fans will feel entitled
view these forecasts at season’
to determine who was closest
mark In his predictions. Could it
be possible that they all mig
wrong? We'll see



MEN WITH THE WHISTLE

No.1: Chris Bambridge

June 3 1984 was a very significant
date in the career of one of
Australia’'s leading referees, Chris
Bambridae.

For that day, not only did he step
on to the Melbourne Cricket Ground
to officiate in the first soccer malch to
be played at the MCG since the '56
Olympic Games, but he also met the
man who started him off as a ref, Ron
Atkinson, manager of the famous
Manchester United

‘That was sixteen years ago,
muses Bambridge, 'l used to play for
a team In the Kettering (Northants)
Sunday League, and my form was
such that | soon became the club
linesman. Ron Atkinson was the
manager of Kettering Town in the
Southern League, and one day he
Invited me to referee a friendly match
for the Town, After a couple of games
he suggested | lake up refereeing,
and | thought why not, as | had won a
linesman of the Year award two ye&ars
in succession in the Sunday League

So young Chris took the six-week
course on the Laws of the Game,
passed the ensuing oral examination,
and started off refereeing Under 16
games in the Kettering District

Four years later, just as he was
about to leave for Australia, he was
awarded his Grade 1 badge, nol bad
going for a club linesman

Bambridge's first game in Australia
was a less them memorable encoun:
ter between Waverley City and Carl-
ton of the VSF's Metropolitan League
Division Two, in 1974, a far cry from
his most memorable match ten years
later, running the line during the Final
of the World Youth Cup, before
125,000 spectators at the Azteca
Stadium, Mexico City,

Harking back to those Laws of the
Game, which every ref knows off by
heart, Bambridge says there are 17
Laws. but the mos! important one 1s
the unwritten ane, Common Sense

‘Laws or no laws' he says,
‘refereeing is all down to man man-
agement and common sense. |f you
can't handle players with some tact,
and some humour, and apply the laws
with common sense, you might as
well not bother’

It is hardly a coincidence that Chris,
married to Uiz and father of two
daughters, 15 year-old Lisa and 12
year-old Kirsty is off the field an otfice
manager

Despile the fact some major soccer
countries, including Brazil and Eng-
land have aholished the yellow and
red cards, Bambridge still believes in
the card system. 'It's not that they are
necessary o control the game’, he
says ‘but they are a great means ol
communication. When you hold up
the card, the spectators know what is
going on, and after all, they are part
of the game too. And of course when
you have a language problem, like
handling a visiting foreign team, they
are invaluable’

There's another language problem
too, that referees here run into, the
bad language problem

‘Let's be frank about it' says Chris
some of our players, In their daily life
outside soccer swear naturally and
continually, so much so that some-
times they aren't even aware of it. So
how can you penalise them overmuch
it the odd four-letter word creeps into
an appeal? It | sent off every player |
heard swear, I'd finish up reffing five-
a slde games’

Bambridge lists his most memor-
able games, besides the Mexico one,
as running the line In a World Cup
qualifier, New Zealand v Taipei in
1981, and refereeing the Final of the
Olympic Games qualifying rounds in
Singapore last year. He rates Jack
Taylor of England the best referee he
has ever seen, 'That's because Jack
Taylor had such strenagth of char-
acter. Nobody ever talked back
because he was so obviously in com-
mand, and he made the best decision
I've ever seen when he awarded a
penalty to Holland In the first minute
of the 1974 World Cup-Final, He was
right on the spot, at a time when most
average refs would still have been
finding their feet’

Bambridge himsell doesn't lack
strength of character, mind you, ask
Sydney City's Eddie Thomson. Bam-
bridge sent off Thomson last year as
the Slickers were playing South
Melboumne at Middle Park.,

el =

Why? ‘Nobody calls me a cheat and
gels away with it' he answers,
tersely. In that Olympic qualitying
Final too, he sent the Kuwail coach
from the bench (who was laler dis
missed for misconduct), and was
congratulated by FIFA officials after
the game for his firmness

Players in the National League have
come to recagnise the fact thal al-
though Chris Bambridge refs with a
smile on his face, anZ obviously
anjoys his game, he's not to be trifled
with, and the Victorian Branch of the
Soccer Press recognises his worth
too, it voted him referee ol the year
six times In the last seven years

Most shrewd judges feel that if an
Australian ever attains the pinnacle of
retersering achievement, lo referee a
Warld Cup-Final, it most probably will
be the one-time club linesman from
Kettering Les Shorrock
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TONY DORIGO

AN ADELAIDE BOY AT THE VILLA

Forget your Craig Johnstons, never
mind your Joe Marstons, there's one
Aussie youngster now playing for
Aston Villa in the English First Division
who is going to eclipse them all

He's Adelaide-born Tony Dorigo,
who was comparatively unknown until
the 1984 English season was under
way, and If he doesn't tum out to be
the bes! Aussle player we have aver
produced, I'll eat my tartan bonnet.

The refreshing, and unique part of
Dorigo's rise to fame Is that he made
it all on his own, with only a little help
from a friend,

The friend was Justin Fashanu, the
black striker who came to Australia
with the touring Norwich City, and
then came back to guest for Adelaide
City. During his guest stint Fashanu
coached the Adcity youths, and one
of them was Tony Dorigo, who brashly
asked Fashanu, 'Could | make It in
England?’ ‘| don't know,” said Fashanu
‘Show me what you can do.’

Dorigo did |just that, and on
Fashanu's advice, then proceeded to
write to leading English clubs asking
for a tnal. He wrote to ten, but only
Villa replied, so off he went to Birming-
ham with his dad, at the tender age of
15 years and 9 months

Villa liked him, and offered him an
apprenticeship, father Dorigo came
back and Tony settled In a hostel with
30 other hopefuls and proceeded to
learn his trade. "It was hard at first,"
he recalls, "l was often homesick, bu!
I just had to stick at it and do my
best.”

His best must have been good
enough, because al the end of nearly
18 months of slogging, Villa signed
him on a two-year contract, and he
was a professional footballer at last.
How demanding Villa's apprenticeship
is Is best (llustrated by the fact that
only seven of the original 30 boys
eventually were offered contracts,
and of the seven, only Dorigo so far
has broken through to the first team.

Now it was a matter of biding his
time in the reserves, and Dorigo
played a whole season in the de-
manding atmosphere of the Central
League as well as the Youth League
before he made his first team debut,
coming on as a sub in the last game of
the '83-'84 season against Ipswich
Town.

Later that vyear Villa scrapped
Dorigo’s two-year contract and re-
placed it with a three-year one and he
has since made the left-back position
his own since playing his first full
game last September against Chelsea

In the reserves Dorigo had demon-
strated his adaptability by scoring
three times In seven games as a mid-
fielder, and Villa's manager Graham
Turner has no doubt about his versa-
tility and reliability.

Writing in the Villa programme about
their Milk Cup match against Queens
Park Rangers when Dorigo played In
the midfield wearing the No. 11 shirt,
Turner said: “Tony Dorigo came into
the side in midfield and gave a bil of
protection to the back four, making it
difficult for Rangers to get at us as
qQuickly as Leicester had done (the
previous week)."

Everyone at Villa talks glowingly
about ‘our Tony', the fulure star
When | went o Villa Park to interview
him and announce mysealf, the recep-
tionist said, “Fancy you coming all
the way from Australia to interview
our Tony!" Then she added reflect-
ively, “But I'm not surprised, though,
he's going to be a big star”,

And indeed it isn't just the Villa stafi
who are starry-eyed about “‘our Tony'
He was voted Young Player of the
Manth for the Midlands in December

Graham Turner says that his biggest
assel is his speed "probably because
he used to be a winger In Australia”,
and he also praises his ahility to re-
cover quickly

When you ask Dorigo the secret of
his success, he says | worked very
hard and | listened”, but than he goes
on to praise Villa’s backroom staff,

"I owe a lot to Youth coach Brian
Little, who drilled into me the Import-
ance to a defender of always looking
around and being aware of your op-
ponents before the ball reaches you
And when | got into the reserves, re-
serve coach Bill Shorthouse (who
used to play for Waolves), took over
where Brian left off . . _ | owe It all to
them, really”

Well, not altogether, Tony, it took
guts and no small amount of deter-
mination to go off and seek your for-
lune In a strange and often cold
country (I do miss the beach some-
times, he says), and you wonder how
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many more kids do we hav
could follow in his footsteps

would only try, and of course
parents were as supportive as’
were,

For Dongo's parents have t
tremendous help to him. Once
obvious that he was going to fi
apprenticeship  satisfactorily,
whole family packed up and w
live in Birmingham with him_ and
stay with him for a few montl
until he maves into his new ho

Dorigo has never played for
tralia at any level, and iror
leelers were extended to him
the Socceroos’ tour last year,
the Nafional team lost to Astor
but with some regret, he turnec
down.

"l couldn't take several wee
to play for the Socceroos in the
Cup qualifiers" he says. "It wo
my professional career in |ec
and besides, it wouldn't be fair
fellow | replaced, would t7?"

As Graham Turner said in p
"He's a natural, that boy, how
more have you got in Austral
him?"

Who knows? Les Sho
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TONY DORIGO

AN ADELAIDE BOY AT THE VILLA

Forget your Craig Johnstons, never
mind your Joe Marstons, there's one
Aussie youngster now playing for
Aston Villa in the English First Division
who is going to eclipse them all,

He's Adelaide-born Tony Dorigo,
who was comparatively unknown until
the 1884 English season was under
way, and If he doesn’t turn out to be
the best Aussie player we have ever
produced, I'll eat my tartan bonnet.

The refreshing, and unique part of
Darigo’s rise to fame is that he made
it all on his own, with only a little help
from a friend.

The friend was Justin Fashanu, the
black striker who came to Australia
with the touring Norwich City, and
then came back 1o guest for Adelaide
City. During his guest stint Fashanu
coached the Adcity youths, and one
of them was Tony Dorigo, who brashly
asked Fashanu, ‘Could | make it in
England?' ‘| don't know,' said Fashanu.
‘Show me what you can do '

Dorigo did just that, and on
Fashanu's advice, then proceeded to
write to leading English clubs asking
for a trial. He wrote to ten, but only
Villa replied, so off he went to Birming-
ham with his dad, at the tender age of
15 years and 9 months

Villa liked him, and offered him an
apprenticeship, father Dorigo came
back and Tony settled in a hostel with
30 other hopefuls and proceeded to
learn his trade. "It was hard at first,"
he recalls, "'l was often homesick, but
| just had to stick at it and do my
best

His bes! must have been good
enough, because at the end of nearly
18 months of slogging, Villa signed
him on a two-year contract, and he
was a professional footballer at last
How demanding Villa's apprenticeship
is Is best lllustrated by the fact that
only seven of the original 30 boys
evenlually were offered contracts,
and of the seven, only Dorigo so far
has broken through to the first team

Now it was a matter of biding his
time in the reserves, and Dorigo
played a whole season in the de-
manding atmosphere of the Central
League as well as the Youth League
before he made his first team debut,
coming on as a sub in the last game of
the '83-'84 season against Ipswich
Town

Later that year Villa scrapped
Dorigo's two-year contract and re-
placed it with a three-year one and he
has since made the left-back position
his own since playing his first full
game last September against Chelsea

In the reserves Dorigo had demon-
strated his adaplability by scoring
three times in seven games as a mid-
fielder, and Villa's manager Graham
Turner has no doubt about his versa-
tility and relability.

Writing in the Villa programme about
their Milk Cup match against Queens
Park Rangers when Dorigo played in
the midfield wearing the No. 11 shirt,
Turner said: “Tony Dorigo came into
the side in midfield and gave a bit of
protection to the back four, making It
difficult for Rangers to get at us as
quickly as Leicester had done (lhe
previous week)."

Everyone at Villa talks glowingly
aboul ‘our Tony', the future star
When | went to Villa Park to interview
him and announce mysell, the recep-
lionist said, “Fancy you coming all
the way from Australia to interview
our Tony!" Then she added reflec!-
Ively, “But I'm not surprised, though,
he’s going to be a big star"

And indeed it isn't just the Villa staff
who are starry-eyed about ‘our Tony',
He was voted Young Player of the
Maonth for the Midlands in December

Graham Turner says that his biggest
asselt is his speed "probably because
he used to be a winger in Australia”
and he also praises his ability to re-
cover quickly,

When you ask Dorigo the secret of
his success, he says “| worked very
hard and | listened", but then he goes
on 1o praise Villa's backroom staff

"l owe a lot to Youth coach Brian
Little, who drilled into me the import-
ance to a defender of always looking
around and being aware of your op-
ponents before the ball reaches you.
And when | got into the reserves, re-
serve coach Bill Shorthouse (who
used to play for Wolves), took over
where Brian left off . . . | owe It all to
them, really"

Well, not altogether, Tony, it took
guts and no small amount of deter-
mination to go off and seek your for-
lune In a strange and often cold
country (I do miss the beach some-
limes, he says), and you wonder how
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many more kids do we have wt
could follow In his footsteps if the
would only try. and of course if the
parents were as supportive as Tony
were

For Dorigo's parents have been
tremendous help to him. Once Il wq
obwvious that he was going to fulfil h
apprenticesnip  satisfactorily, It
whole family packed up and went |
live in Birmingham with him, and they
stay with him for a few months vy
until he moves into his new house

Dorigo has never played for Aus
tralia at any level, and ironically
feelers were extended to him durin
the Socceroos' tour last year, whe
the National team lost to Aston Viiiz
but with some regret. he turned ther
down

"I couldn’'t take several weeks o
to play for the Socceroos in the Work
Cup qualifiers” he says. "It would pu
my professional career in jeopard
and besides, It wouldn't be fair to ths
fellow | replaced, would it?"

As Graham Turner said In parting
“He's a natural, that boy, how man\
more have you got in Australia liks
him?™

Who knows? Les Shorrock



CON OPASINIS STAR
(PRESTON)

Full name: Con Opasinis

Birthplace and date: Fiorina. Greece,
15/10/64

Height and weight: 5 9" 73kg

Home: Preston

Car: Datsun 2802

Favourite current player(s): lan Dobson.

p'll' () (:";Hl'lzlr
Ambitions for 1885: Help Prasion win
League

Long-term ambitions: To play lor Australia
in World Cup

After soccer career is over: Coach or put
samathing back into game ,
Previous clubs: None
Nickname: Oppo

Team you supported as a boy: West
Ham

Foolball heroes of childhood: Travor
Brooking and Kenny Dalglish

Most memorable match: Debut tor
Australia 'B' v Rangers

Biggest thrill: Scoring v Haidelberg In
1984 opening game

Biggest disappointment: Missing
selection in Australian Youlh Team

Superstitions: Nane

International or other honours: Three
appearances Australian ‘B" Team

Favourite other sports persons: Dennis
Lilee, Greg Norman

Favourite other sport: Golf or Tennis
Hobbies: My job as salesman

Favourite actor or actress: Clint
Eastwood, Sophia Loren

Favourite T.V. show: Diff'rent Strokes
Favourite Musician: Bruce Springsteen

Biggest Influence on career: My boss
L.ou Tanovski and Dad.
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Sydney City v. St. George. N.S.L. Cup Round 1.
Frank Farina of Sydney City hurdles over Saints' Michael O'Shea.
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ALL THE SCORES AND TABLES
OLYMPIC AIRWAYS SOCCER LEAGUE

Northern Division

@th March

SYDONEY CITY... st 5 3
Barnes (1) — Kolmlnn m

BLACKTOWN CITY.. SUINEIESSy ) !

Knight (1)

Wentworth Park — 876
Gome. De
Fanna,

Sydney City: Clark, Cant. Robertson
Mangny O'Connor.  Walson, Hames
Kosmma, Lee (Flstchat)

Blacktown: Hoare. Skefem, Rasemussen, Whoatley
Bourke. Setvage |Hormazabat), Kmght, Thombtwans
Bradley. Lamin O'Connor

NEWCASTLE AOSEBUD UNITED........ (0) 0
BYONEY OLYMPIC. vivacsrirrreeseee O} 1
Soper (1)

Adamstown Oval — 2218

Newcastle Rosebud United: Goslag, Maiar, Ownna
fAoogaard. M Jones, Korby, Senkusishl D Jones
Micaowe Fawkes (Nmumoy), McClolland

Sydnoy Olympic: MEiar, Jonnsion, Jennings Danos

Lampropovios, Phllips. Raskopedtas, Sopor Thoo
domkopoulos (Pitaks), Katholos, Kalntzis (Svinos)

10th March

LEICHHARDT Lo «f2) kS
Colaglun (2) — Ganoueoe(n - WIIIIn o.a.
WOLLONGONG CITY.. A0 2

Bundalo (1) — Ollnnon- (!)
Lambert Park — 1,407

Lelchhardt: ('nllm Sping, Brown, Mariani, Rowden
Burtognn  Coligs V (Genovese, Casacchiy). Butlar
Cahan. De Ce th‘ Mumullg

Wollongong City: Vardarelt, Graon, Matiss (Brodnk)

Mostovesl, Dickson, Karr, Godzik, Bundso, Willin

Kolumards Glamnonn

CANBERRA CITY... oy . N 3

English (1) — Sovmunnl U) - Pulnovlc n

INTER MONAROD . A 0
Smllon Qval — 1376

Canberra City: Franken. Huming, Jones, Moallidis

Blurse. By Engluh Sermanni. Perinovic Beyan!

Gibson

Inter Manaro: Hocking, Francis, Walsh Santalin

Titilna, Budins, Thammades,
Gampaolo (Gagetti)

Wilax, Brennan, Carbane

SYDNEY CROATIA...corsicsrsrsmrarmres @) 3
Arnold (2} = Rozo (1)
MARCONI....oiciinnn — ) )} 3

Callderan (1) — unhmics (2)

King Tomislav Park — &
Sydnuy Croatia: Woodhouss, A Koveoss, Tom:
Busic. Woods, Vidgmic Jurin (Rezo). Saver A
Patikns, M Kovacie (Meados)

Marconl: James, Corter
Daldoran. Musen, Drienne (Gunning
Peawn, Junkowes, Tredinnick

Alzzotio  Hender
Shamuey, L

(113 T 21113 1L~ 1L fSSR—————— 0

ST. GEORGE.....ciiiarns im0} C

Cook Park -
Pentith City: Gibson, Brogon. Alnsworlh Mcir
Cross. Hobh Carbone, Toohey |Bhute) H
Easthorpe. Licata

St. George: Greoay. Skoon Harcstie M O
Koczka, Barton. J. O'Shon. Stone, Cotlon, Pet
(Marion), Skl

Southern Division

10th March

BRISBANE CITY. ...
HRISBANE LIONS............... -
Anderson (1) — Calrmey (1)

Spencer Park — 1585
Brisbane City: Wishart, Fabnzio, Bromfield
Miovanovic, Wikinson, Junna (Robinson), Mengott
Hamdtan, Carey (5chiavo). Glocknet, Flesd

—A0) 0
S—] 2

Brisbane Llons: Lvans, Jackson Vasquez Hunler
Nven Anderson, J  Stowart, Ogaen, McDanagh
Camey, R Stewar!

SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS. ...} (0)
HEIDELBERG UNITED. ... AINKT 0
Chaplin Roserve — 1840

Sunshine George Cross: Kastnar, Scermi, Campbal
Bannelt, Richardson, Faulknes, Intak (Bain) Mitinn
Gilder, McLaren Lavit

H&elberg Umitea Olvor

Melaxe (Patterson), Valentine
Wi, Yankes, Stevenson

McKie, Matley. Angele
Solormas, Tausios

NORTHERN DIVISION
POINTS TABLE

P W D L GF GA Pt
1 Canborra City 1 fy 0 0 3 0 2
2. Lelchhardt Tt v+ 0 0O 4 2 2
3. Syd. City 1 { 0 0 3 1 2
4 Syd. Olympic 1 | 0 0 1 Q 2
5 Syd. Croatia ! @ 3y .06 8 3 1
& Marconi 1 0 | 0 3 3 1
7 Penrith City ! 0 1+ 0 O O !
B. St George 't o0 v 0 0 O |
U Woallongong {1 0 0 + 2 4 0
10 Blacktown 1 0 0 ¢+ ¢+ 3 0O
1 1. Nowcastle 1 0 0 v 0O 1 0
12 Inter Monaro { 0 o 2.0\ 3 'O

MELBOURNE CROATIA. v d D) 3

Antolovie (1) — Deankovie (1) — House (1)

ADELAIDE CITY ..ovievrmemsmessrsrssssrmnisl0) 0
Oivmpic hvl No, 2 — 1269

Melbourne Croatia: Govio, Jurcic, Parton, Craiaido
Hannah, Antolovie, Deankowic, Mouse, Curmming
Campboll {Trognc), Ward

Adolalde Clty: Moty Donnelly, Santrac (Cecerd)

Nyskohus  Floundors, Metta. Norhoote,  Villsnd
Mullor,. Masweal Coatizo (Videmar)

FOOTSCRAY .ivieininns sisssssil?) 1
Stojilovie (1)

PRESTON ieccrrmreicsesisrsssssssmasoseserrmsesse{ 1) 2

Cole (1) — Spdnk (\l

Schintler Resorve — 3368
Footscray: Turudia, Carrol, Lujic, Jove, Kane, Bubs
Curovic. ODonnell |Janjic), Lazopoulos, Stojllowe
|Durdevic). Tapm
Dobsan

Coln

okt
Smith, Spink

Preston: Yison, Opanis
Dunn, Heys

Flavoll, Lane

WEST ADELAIDE.....coouinrimimmsmnssnsinsnd U
Honoyman (1) — Price 11)

BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS......oevreeen )
Sweonay (1)

Hindmarsh Stadium —
West Adelnide: Crook, Atsalan.  Brown
Honeyman Koratinndopoulos {Slatanope
McGrapor, Patngs. Manou, Scott (Stamatelops
Price
Arunswick Juventus: Banowe, Gerema
Brown Donoczky. Campbell, Cullen. W

(Wade) Swesney, Dowe, Zinnl |Palatsides)

SOUTH MELBOURNE il 1)
Egan (2) — Brown (1)

GREEN GULLY . cciivivinnininrrrars 4]
Lewis (2)

Middie Park -~
South Melbourne: Luumets,  Fussed

Yzendoom, Postocogon, McDowell, Cring,
Murphy, Beown, Egan

Green Gully: Denys, Kryacic, NMurmay, Mol
Vassatlo, Lioyd. Smulienan. Williams, Smart, L
Lewss

SOUTHERN DIVISIO!
POINTS TABLE

P W D L GF G
1 Melb. Croatia 1 1 0 ©0 3
2 Brisbane Lions | 1 0 O 2
2. South Melb, ! | 0 0 23
4 Went Adeloide 1 1 0 0 2
5 Preston ! - 0 O 2
6 SunshineGC. + O 1t O O
7 H'berg U1 1 0 v+ 0 0
8 Groen Gully | 0O 0 ! 2
9. Footscray 1 0 0 1 1
10 BrunswickuJy. 1 O O 1 1
11 BrisbaneClty |+ ©o O 1t O
12 AdelaigeClty 1+ O o 1+ O

Grant Lee —
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Northern Division

17th March

WOLLONGONG CITY....... .
Godaik (1) — M. Kovacie, 0.G. (1)
SYDNEY CROATIAL ... — ] 1
Patikas (1)

A0} 2

Wollongong Showground — 1887
Wollongong City: Virdwen Green. Matis. Mesiov

ki Dickson, Ketr (Brodiwe ) Godnk. Bundada Willin

Sydney Croatia: Woodhousa A Kowace Hasic, M
Novaci: Ropc, Vidalo. Ju savey . Armoid Patikas
MARCONI - — 2

Jankovics (1) — Hrown (1)
NEWCASTLE ROSEBUD UNITED (0) 2
McClelland (1) — Milossvic (1)

Marconi Stadium — 1140

Marconl: McPhersar, Carter, Fizzotie. Hesdsrsan
Caldwran. Mason. Onone (Shame)  Lowar. 8town
Jankoy Trodinmecs

Nowcantle Rosobud Uniled: Gasling, Maier Owens
Boogauard, M. Jones, Ketby, Senkaukl D
Missavic. Naumoy (Fawkes) MoClelland

ST, GEORGE.. sl s
SYONEY OLYMPIC..............
Raskopoulos (2}

£0) 0
OVPORSISY 1 | | 1

51 George Stadlum — 8581

Shkaen  Koczki, Barton
M O'Shen, Siater, Stune (Ricoy). Cotton. J
Maston |Pothoysi)

St. George
Ratchtte
O'Shes

Lresy

Sydney Olympic. Muler. Johnaion Jenmings. Zeas
Lampropouton, Philliga, Maskopowlos, Soper (Pokas)
Thesdamkopoulos, Katholes. Kalanlzis

CANBERRA CITY i ) 2
Byrne (1) — Bryant (1)
PENRITH CITY () 2

Watherspoon (1) — Easthorpe (1)

Jamison Oval — §72

Minasam. Jones. Burke
Bryant  1Ontong)

Canberra City: Frunkon
Hirhing, Byme

Gihsan, Porsx

Sormmapm, 8
wic. English
Pentith City
Mcintash

Emnthorpo

Amsworth
Toohwy (Carboni)

Gibson, Brogan, Cross
Wothorapoon, Hebb

son. Licata

BLACKTOWNCITY . ] 1) 1

Larkin (1)

INTER MONAROQ........ccoiorererrrnl0) 0
Gabble Stadium — 842

Blacktown City. Howme Skeflem  Tassmusson

Whuatiey, Bourse, Setvege, Kngh! (Hormazsbal)

Thomthwaite, Bradley, Livkin, O'Connor

Inter Momaro: Hocking Wilsh. Tilas  Santalin
Bugm, Cerdone. Thaminidis (Francis), Ambraesing
Brennun. Vaien, Willox

L CHHARDT. il @) 0

SYDNEY CF T Yttt s ritremssimsnsiad 1) a
Kosmina (1) — Gomez (2) — Lee (1)

Lombert Park — 1828

Leichhardt: Calin, Cassachia, Biown. Bartogna
Rowdan. Buller, Colugnarl, Rede, Caban De Ceylie
Marseallo

Sydney City: Clarke. Gomez, Hobertson, O Connor

Southern Division

171h March

HEIDELBERG UMITED.. ... A 1) 4

Selemidis (1) — Stevenson (2) — Tasios {1)

FOOTSCRAY e (0) 0
Olympic Village — 2011

Heldelberg United: Onme Matley. Angule

Motasas Valenting Selamdm Tasos, Winn. Yankos

A .

Sleveason
Footscray: Turuaa. Vagas Lujic. Janjic |Sicicevsk)
Kalic Carrol Curny 0 Donnel Lazopoue
iy T
PRESTON iciiimiisisianndecc L 040) 0}
SOUTH MELBOURNE (0) '
Egan (1)

Connor Reserve — 3002
Freston: Traanode Opuainis (Potrov). McMillan
lhosks, Dobson, Cunm ey Fluye L Coke
Spink

Laumets, Russed, Pos
Hallord  McDowoll. Cr

SouUth Melbourme OO

Egar

Blan, Yiendoamn
Hrown Mg

NORTHERN DIVISION
POINTS TABLE

P W D L GF GA Pus

! Syd. City ¥, 0 Q ’ ! 4
2 Syd. Olymple 2 0 0 2 0 a
3 Canberra City 2 ' 1 0O 5 2 3

4 Marconi e 0 3 4] 5 =] 2
5 Penrith City 2.0 2 0 2 2 2
£ Wollongong 2 ' o ! “ 5 2
7 Blacklown 3 | 0 ! d 3 2
& Leichhardt 2 ' 0 1 '] O 2
} Syd. Croatin P 4] | ! 4 5 1

10 Newcastle 2 0 ! 1 z 3 |
11 SL Goorge 2 0 ' ! 0 ! 1

12 Inter Monare 2 0 0 2 ) 4 0

Steve Blar -

Tryiith MaoiBsosiirnn

BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS. ... ... i 1

Cullen (1)

GREEN GULLY ool 0) 0
Olymplec Park No. 2 — 1218

Brunswick Juventus: Banovic, Lewis, Brown. Dowle

Campbell. Wade Miranda, Incontaloupn, Cuslen
sweeney . Jinnl

Green QGully: Denys, Young Murmay, MoLelund
Carmell. Smart Lewss Lucchent Uoyd Smaliman
|Vissalio) Wikams

BRISBANE LIONS. e {9) 1

McGregor (1)
WEST ADELAIDE S, 1| | o

Richlands Stadium — 558

Brisbane Llans: Evivs
ckson. Niven, R
Andessan (Muntor), Caimey,

MoeSkimmng, Redmong
Stewnrt, J Stowunt, Ogden
MeGregne

West Adelaide: Sprovle, Atsulas |(Moliscis), Beaown
Hirres Konstandopowlos. McGregor
Panagis  (Stamotoliopodins) Scon Miliscsak
Stelanopoulos

Hosyman

Cant. Kay. Walson, Bamnes [Fodngues). Furine
Koumina. Lee

ADELAIDE CITY .ol 8] !
Costanzo (1)

BRISBANE CITY .. A1) 1
Reis (1)

Olymplec Sports Fleld — 1153

Adelaide City.  MeNally Donmelly Ceoere
Flounaers. Nyskohus, Villan, Northoote. Maxwell
Mullen, Costanzo. Santrac |Raskin)

Bristane  City: Wishart.  Fabrizio, Milevannovic
Wilkinsan, Bromifield, Junna. Mengotli, Giockner
A, Cargy . Aussel

SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS.._...__.(0) 0
MELBOURNE CROATIA.......... A1) 2

House (1) — Ward (1)

Chaplin Reserve — 3002

Sunshine George Cross: Kastner

Tayler, Campel|

Bonnall, Richarduan, Faulkner, 1stuk (Scorm), Mitten

Gildor, McLovon (Bang, Lot

Melbourne Croatla: Runye, Curcio, PFarton, Antolowc
Hunnah, Criataiso, Deankovic, Biakic (Sabljak), Ward

Cumrmang

SOUTHERN DIVISION
POINTS TABLE

P W D L GF GA

I Molb.Croatla 2 2 0O 0O %5 0o
2 Beisbanelions 2 2 0O 0O 3

3 South Meib, 2 2 0 0 a4 2
4 HWberg Utd. 2 11 0 4 0
S Brunswick UJ 2 1 U Y 2R
& Preston 2 1 0 1 2 2
7 West Adelalge 2 . 0 v 2 2
8 Brisbone City 2 0 1 t 1 3
O SunshineGC 2 0 ! t 0 2
10 Adolalde City 2 0 | 1 1 4
11 Groen Gully e 0 0O 2 2 «
12 Footscray * 0 0 1 1t 8

Pls
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A\ W SOCCER LEAGUE

Northern Division

23rd March

NEWCASTLE ROSEBUD UNITED.
Senkalshkl (1)
SYDNEY CROATIA.. i ) 2
Odzakov (1) — Arnold (1)

Adamstown Oval — 2524
Newcastle Rosebud United: Gosling, Mawr Owens,
googaard, M. Jones. McQuame. Seonkalskl, D
Jones, Milpsevic (Naumoy), Brund!, Kerby

A1) '

Sydney Croatia: Wooohouse, A Kowock, Basic
Rezo. Rozic, M. Kovacic Jurini Savor  Ameld
Patkas Qdzakov

SYONEYCITY oo RN 5
Faring (3) — O'Cannor m — Wnlwn (§3]
WOLLONGONG CITY. ..., {2) 2

Willls (1) = Brodnix (1)

Wantworth Park — 6035
Sydney Clty: Clare, Cant, O'Connor, Gomes. Do
Manigny, Lee. Watson (P Falconer), Bames
[Paterson). Farma. Koaming, Flatcher
Wollongong City: Vargwrell, Condron.  Matiss
(Baker), Willls, Dickaon, Brodnik (Corradey|, Bundisk
Hristovahl, Kerr, Kotamasidis. Gannone

24th March

SDAREIEINN scosocscnemmsssnssonnsmsnnsnnssoss A1) 1
Jankovics (1)

ST. GEORGE....cciisisnimninnnns A0y 0

Marconl Stadium — 1329

Marconk McPhorsan, Carter. Fizzotto (Dnenm)
Henderson. Calderan, Mason. Gray, Tredinnick
Lowe Jankowes, Sharne (Gunmng)

St. George: Groedy, M O'Shen, Skoon, Fatelile
Koczka, Barton (High), Stome J OShea Rcoy
Patkovaki (Mirton), Sinter

SYONEY OLYMPIC................. S—] 0

CANBERRA CITY. . vr— 1
Mihallidls (1)
S1. George Stadium — 3870

Sydney Olympic Mulor. Jonnston, Lampropouios
Zires {Thoodurukopoulos) Jonrmengs, Phillps, Rasko
poulos, Katholos, Pulilis, Soper Kalwilzls {Koussas)
Canberra City: Frankon, Ontong, Butkg Harkins

Janes, Setmanni Mihissctis Byme Brynnt
Puorinovic, Englsh

FENRITH CITY,..., A @) 0

BLACKTOWN CITY i) 1
Rasmussan (1)
Cook Park — aX

Panrith City: Gibson, Brogan, Cross. Alnsworth
Mcintash, Watherspoon, Hebb. Citone {Toahey)
Ensthorpe, Jackson (Hunter), Licata

Blacktown City: Hoare. Sheliern  Fasmussen
Whontley, Pointer, Thomitwaite, Selvage Becrks
(Hoemazahal), Bradley, Larkin. O Conner

INTER MONARO........cniinromnrernnid 0) 0

LEICHHARDT ..o (1 3
Morsallo (1) — Cnbln mn McCulloch m

Selttert Oval — B4
Inter Monaro: Mocking. Francis (Monterosso), Walsh
Santolin, Titéas. Budimi, Thamnidis, Willox, Brennar
(Gagenl), Carbone, Deagecovic

Leichhardt: Catlin, Cassachim, Brown. Fowden
Mariane. Butler, Colagiun (Spina), McCusioch, Catan
De Ceglie. Morssllo

Southern Division

231d March

GREEN GULLY.. SORR— . ' 2
Lewis (1) — Luccha!l lll

BRISBANE LIONS...coooeeeener e (0) o

Green Gully — 511
Green Gully: Denys. Young (Vassabo| Molsiand
Muttay. Canowll, Smant, Lewis. Lucches: Iloyd
Smalimun, Willkems (McKenna)
Brisbane Lions: Evans. McSkimming (Redmond|
Hunter Jackson. Niven, J Stowart. A Stowan
Ogdun, Camney MoGragor, Anderson (McDonagh)

24th March
PRESTON ..

BRUNSWICK UNITED JUVENTUS... .. (0) 0
Connor Retsorve — 1976

Preston: Tranodes Opasess Dobsen.  Durm
MaMillan. Boeki. Flavell Hoyn Lane. Colo Spink

Brunswick United Juventus: Banovic. Lewis Brown
Drinoczky. Potersen. Campooll, Cullen.  Wade
Incantalipa. Sweenny, Zinni (Palatsides)

NORTHERN DIVISION
POINTS TABLE

FP W D L GF GA Pis

I Syd. City 3 3 0 012 3 »

2CanbeeraCity 3 2 1 0 6 2 5

3. Leichhardt 3 2 0 1 7 6 4

4. Marconi 3 1 2 0 8 s 4

S S Olymple 3 2 0 1 2 | 4

0. Blacktown 3 2 0 v+ 3 3 a
7. Syd. Crostis 3 1 ! ' & ® 3

8 Ponrith City 3 0 2 1+ 2 3 2
2. Wollangang 3 1 0 2 6 w0 2
10. Newcastle 3 0 v+ 2 3 s '
11 5t George 3 0 v+ 2 0 2 1
12. Inter Monaro 34 0 0 3 0 7 o
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WEST ADELAIDE.., A A 2
Brown (1) — l(omlnndopoulos (1)
ADELAIDE CITY.iie.... w41) 1

Muawell (1)
Hindmarsh Stadlum — 4166

Wesl Adelaide: Sproul. Atsalas. Brown, Hiem
Honeyman Konstandopoulos |Papagopouion)
McGroegor, Panagis, Scotl, Genlkas, Manou
Adelaide City: MoNaly, Donmedy.  Flounders
Nyskohus, Cocere. Santrac |Rankin), Nodheote
Villiarsl, Maxwell, Mullen, Costanzo

BRISBANE CITY oo S— 0

SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS....____.(0) 1
Latif (1)

Speoncer Park — 10056
Brisbane City: Wishart, Fateio.  Bromifeld
Wikinaon, Milovanovic, Junna, Gilockner (Felsch),
Maongotti (Hamilton), Cairney, Fem. Robinson

Sunshine George Cross: Kastner, Cawnpalj, Taylor,
Garginer. Faulkner, Intuk  (Ban), Mitten. Gildos
McLaren, Latd, Richurdson

v ‘ }'J" »

Young St, Georgo star

SOUTH MELBOURNE.......ooorrrran ) 3
Egan {3)
FOOTSCRAY e isisisinnnnas (0) 1
Lujic 1)

Miadie Park — 342§

South Melbourne: Loumots. Fussedl Postecoglou
Blar, Yzendoomn, Halford, McDowell. Crno, Egan,
Beown. Murphy

Footscray: Bolind. Curovic  (Stojevaki).  Lulic
Kyrukouleas,  Karic, Carroll  Tasevski, Jaree
Lazopoulos, Stofjovic, Tapal

MELBOURNE CROATIA....covee 1) 1
House (1)
HEIDELBERG UNITED ..o {0) 2

Selemidis (1) — Patterson (1)

Olympic Park — 2956
Melbourne Croatiar Govic, Curcio, Paron. Crstaide
House, Antolowc, Deankovie., Baskic.  Jurcic
|Gojewc), Ward. Cumming

Heidelburg  United:  Qlver McKie,  Marlay
Stevenson, Gabnetson, Valenting, Selomidks. Tagics
Winn, Yankos, Patterson

SOUTHERN DIVISION
POINTS TABLE

P W D L GF GA P

1 South Meib. 3 3 0 007 3 &8

2 H'berg Utd. 3 2 1+ 0o 8 1 5

3 Mealb. Croatia 3 < Q ) 6 Fd <

4 WestAdelaide 3 2 0 1+ 4 3 a4

G BrisbanelLions 3 2 O 1 3 2 4

6 Brunswick UL 3 1 1 1 2 2 3

7 Preston 3 1 i 2 & 3

6 SunshineGC. 3 1 ! 1 $ 2 3

S Greon Gully 3 1 0 2 4 & 2

1O BrisbeneCity 3 0 1+ 2 1 4 1
11 AdelaldeCity 3 © 1 2 2 & 1
12 Footscray 3 0 0 3 2 9 0



OAKLEIGH
S.S.W.
SUPERMARKET

2-4 Oxford Street,
Oakleigh
Tel.: 568-3218

GOLFO MEAT SUPPLY

Australian Continental Butchers
& Smallgoods

360 BRIDGE RD, RICHMOND
TEL. 428-2973

76 ATHERTON RD, OAKLEIGH
TEL. 568-3707

Proprietors: Liapis

C.B.G. GEORGANTIS PIL
8 DERBY RD, CAULFIELD
TEL. 211-6116

Distributors of Fresh
Seafood & Frozen Food

Director: Billy Georgantis

LEN McKENDRY

talks to Les Shorrock

South Melboume coach Len McKendry
5ays s t2am has to leam 1o cope with the
pressure of being champions

s a whole new ball.game when you
we he champions,” he says, "jus! ask
Liverpool's manager Joe Fagan. Every
leam wa meet plays as if it's a cup hinal and
my blokes have got 1o come to tarms with
Ihe facts

McKeandry isn'l perfurbed that his feam
has already bowed out of two Cups, the
Huffalo Gold Summer Cup, which South
won last year, and of course, the Natlonal
Cup

“Thera wasn t much for us In either,” he
says ‘The money from the Buftalo Cup
went 1o pay our afflation fees, and there's
only prestige n the National Cup, and a lot
of travelling ask Newcastle. What
bothers me mare 5 that with a 22-mateh
schedule. we've got to get cracking from
the start, instead of making alate run a8 we
did last yenr We bave-only 11 home
games, and four of thoBe, against the
Bristaine and Adelaide clubs, won't attract
anybody, so we have 10 make the best of
Ihe seven against'Melbourng, clubs

When you talk to Him about infiation
McKendry just scolls

‘We're prachsing - ceflaion here. not
inflation,” he says “Thal's why we have a
small squad, andfar a couple of years now
wa have bean concentraling on rearing our
own players from the Youth team. Qur
Youth team played a whole saason in the
Victorign State League as South Mal
boume Hellas, against experenced, older
players, and although they didn’t win miany
gameas, they leamed an awful lot and we
are now reaping the benefit, with John
Kanesouls and Angie Pastecoglou Tully
lipdged senior players and others knocking
on the door

“We bought Gary McDowell, one ol the
best players in Australia, o replace Alan
Davidson and he's setlling in nicely. Don’t
worry about us, we'll do all nght as long as
Ihe players reglise they only have o do
whal hey did last year. Al the moment
they are trying 1o play above themselves

THE STORY IN BRIEF

South Melboume Holless was formed late in
1950 through the amalgarmabon of Hellene and
Yurra Park. A few months ater the now club
linked up with South Motboums United — a move
which gava the club the use of Middie Park

All three clubs had been strugglng i he mid
fiftiees ient thes amadgarmation was the bramchild of
oo Mamars, then president of Hallenic

Muormaras wenl on 10 become South Me
boume s igngest senang prasidaent as woll a5
serving as charman and president of the Vic
lormn Soccer Fedearahon

Tha union of the three clubs brought logether
S numster o good players and m 1960, the
club's st year ol competition. South won the
First Division North championshng with a huge 12
pant margin dropping only ong poinl . e
league campagn

One well known name in 1Ihe 1ot i that st
eason was John Margaohs;, who hod sinds
codched the club — succesalllly = Iwice

In the first year the cloby alse ronched the
semitinal of the Dockurty Cup betore gomg down
0-2 toHakoah, 1] 96 1 e club firushod Lt in
it first Season in Stle League then ook Lk
State Leanue chimpaonnbip dee ths Uest e e
foflowing year under e coaching ol Manny
Poulnkaks who wies Broaught ayer rom Egypt

In 1963 South Melboume regchiod the final of
the Ampdl Cup (¥ Polonia O-1) but it had a poor
league season Notshing sixth in spite of signing
Tommy Anderson from George Cross

A lrherTacruiting dove in 1964 yieldmd Ermm
Ackoridy, the former  Manchester  United
dpprentee, Jim Pyrgolios from Panathinaikos
Sam Servigg and Jm Adam The naw players
startod o run of throe consoculive State Lengue
chammonship wins for South {1964, 65 '66)

Winger Leo Damiannkos of Greek sacond
divison chut Katamata was addod 1o the squad in
1965 alter waiting a full year {or his clearance

In 1966, South recruiled Con Nestondl
peatest cenlte-forwwrd Even
years old. Nestonds pract

Greok soccer's

though he was 37

cally doublad mo gate ot South s gamen

In 1967 South undsrwen! & slump fir
fourth and losing the Ampol Cup final 10 ¢

Ten Gresk players were importad in 1968 bul
anly three were up to standard and by the
aeason s and all 1on had rolumed homoe

Lou Brocic — later 1o become coach of Kuwan
— (uided tho cluby to third spot that year Under
grocc. South won the 15869 Ampol Cup beating
Croatia 2-1 with ona of the goals coming from
Frank Micic. who spent one season at South n
boween becoming a legend al Foolscray

Sauth repeated e import expenment i 849
oonging hwe more Greeks with e same
disastrous eflec! thut none proved good enpugh
and all returmea hame by the season's and

The glub linished in seventh spot on 2 1 ponts
in 1970 Sout turmed its recruiting rasources

Aavia

locully und wecum dwo of de ol tme groats
Stivye Walker (trom Lioos tor $S3500) ang Jin
Armstrong (from Hakoan lor SE000) wpart It
tirnging Ulysses Kokkinos bk irom Geas |
2000

1970 was however e Jenr of Jiventus ant

South inished only fitth i spite o vanmng

Ampaol Cup Kokkinos made o second sttempt ol
Greek socgar n 1971 and fs ansence may
have contributed 10 South natrowly misang
ImMpanship by ane post
Bl Curran took over the coucting o 1972

promoting Glovanm Batbowtlo 16 and A
Hasapis 17 intg.the semors us woll ks mecrulling
Peter Bournsfrom English chuty Burmiley 1o Bk ut
with _Innn Marshall' in midield  With Armstrong
sconnyg gujl:, alors, South kept pace with front
nmnes Gaorge Cross beforg overtaking Cross
e penultimate round sht then taking out Ih
ehampionship an goal ditherence desgite drop
ping & pontagametduventius i the 2204 rouna

1597 2 nivo Saw the miraduchion of an intersiaieg
senes betwedn Sydney and Melbouma but
South fared badly and finished Hith behod four
Syanay cliths

In 1872 South and George Cre
1he Trant runners but both were linally ¢
by Fe¢ sy whigh won with two games in hand
afer both cluba had complotod 1hes leagu
campaign bed on 29 points

The barren penod finally onced in 1974 whan
wilh Arthur Xanthopoulos by now establshed n
the side. Boume dommating . migheld and
Armstrong atill scoring freely, Soudth took over as
leader earty and romped away wilh the hitle on 33
points, Tow ahead of Crass

S DEEAIN wore

ket

Armsirong was fop scorer of 1he eague wiilh
22 goals And South also won the Dockerty Cug
beating Ringwood City 4-1 wilh goals by Mar
shall, Armstrong, Nick Neachvaglod, and Bourmae

South retameg e Dockerly Cup n Ure
banting Sanstine City 21 the lrat goat caming
Trom hn seanon o Dast rocran limmy Mackay

In the Ampal Cup and the State Loague South
nid 10 Dae contant with second spot louing ha
linal O<1 1o Footscray and trading league champ
on Land argh nval) Heidelberyg by four paints

The club onded its roign in the State Leagu
with ancther championship victory in 1976 anag
threw the Ampal Cup into the bargain

Poeter Qlleron sgned 'or $8000 fram APIA
secored o hat-inck in the Ampol Cup final's 441
win Quir Foolscray

Qllrton's stnkng partner was nnothes costly
by Duncan Cummings signed for 510,000 tron
Melbourne. The pair scored 18 goals betwoen
them as South romped the Ut 0 wilh o ne
pomt margin over Footscray The club then
waited tor Moomoibark 1o make the first move
betore joining Footscray . and Hedelbaeng (aong
with 1hi ‘Barkers) as Melbourne & representi
tives in the newly tormed rabonwide Phikps

League

S.H.
POULTRY
SHOP

OXFORD STREET,
OAKLEIGH

LADY BARRON,
FLINDERS ISLAND, TAS., 7255

P.K. FLINDERS
ISLAND PTY. LTD.

Tel, (003) 59-3560
Telex: P.K. TAS. AA58564
Melb, Office: (03) 699-1759, 690-4853

CON

PAINTING & DECORATING
PTY. LTD.

CON OUTSIKAS
145 Wheatley Rd, Ormond 3204

[ Tel. 578-6441



SOUTH MELBOURNE —
THE STUFF OF
CHAMPIONS

By PETER DESIRA
of “The Sun”, Melbourne

Players, commmittee-men and sup-
porters of the club alike will squeeze
every last drop of satisfaction out of
that statement for some time yet.

Because it took the club eight long
years — and many a heart-ache in
between — belore the never ending
yeamning lor success thal surrounds
Middle Park was satisfied with that
famous double victory over Sydney
Olympic in October last year

Prior to that the club had tasted the
depths of despair, finishing bottom on
the National League in 1979, endured
the agony of near misses in 1980 and
1981 and spending almost hall a
million dollars in transfer fees in search
of that elusive tille.

The tlitle came after lwo years of
careful team building and the mos!
settled penod at administrative level
that the club has enjoyed for some
time

Len McKendry took over the coach
ing in July ‘83 and lifted the club from
13th to fourth In four short months
then worked on practically the same
team to capture the title in 1984

Unlike previous years the club made
only one big signing and recouped
most of the money when it sold back
Paul Lewis 1o Green Gully after the
striker falled to fit in at the club in two
months

Early in the '84 season South lrailed
Brunswick Juventus and at the 9th
round had slipped to seventh spot atter
losing to Preston but then picked up
15 out of a possible 18 points in the
nex! ning matches and hit the front with
three raunds to go to win the National
Conference by five points from Heidel
berg and Melbourne Croatia

In the finals play-offs South came
from behind to defeat Croatia 3-2, beal
Heidelberg 4-2 in the National Confer-
ence grand final and in the all important
NSL final beal Sydney Olympic 2-1
both home and away to clinch the title

Here 1s @ quick run down year by
year of how South fared in the pravious
seven years ol the NSL

= .

1977: South Melbourne surprisingly
discarded old favorites Jim Armstrong
and Jim MacKay — considered oo old
— and then did not recover alter losing
two other established stars in Peter
Bourne and Jimmy Mackay

The new recruits ncluded Jao
Reilly, lan Gibson {both from Heide
berg), Bllly Rogers (from APIA), Chr
Kent from Ringwood City, Jol
Gardiner from Essendon Croatia an
Graham French from Mooroolbark, b

ALL ADVERTISERS WISH SOUTH MELBC
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MENSWEAR
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SUPPORTING SOUTH J
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Ta Npoxropeia TG cpmoToodvns

201 LONSDALE ST., MELBOURNE
THA. 663 3711

-

After Hours
818-6907, 859-5157, 523-7103,
R42.7368 & 465-3511

VENUS CARPET
& DRAPES

For a free quote,
ask for Steve or Arthur

573 Mahoneys Rd, Campbell

Tl T 1080



—
—
- =

| the team never clicked and the club
finishad 11th with 22 points in the
} inaugural Philips League season,

1978: New coach Dave Maclaren
used his European contacts to lure
Frank Munro and George Campbell

from Scotland, Alun Evans and Sammy
Wright from England, John Hansen
and Stuart Baxter from Sweden and
bought Beriie Lutton from Sydney City
apart from promoting George Christo-
poulos from the reserves. The club

finished in third spot behind West
Adelaide and Sydney City

1979: The disaster year, South had
three points deducted for using new
leit back Tony Turner without a clear
ance from his English non-league club
Jack Rellly left the club after a clash
with Dave Maclaren and Maclaren |ost
his job a week later

Dave McKay, Maclaren's replace-
ment, was unable to halt the slide and
was in turn replaced by John Margantis
after 10 weeks in charge. The club
finished bottom of the league with 16
points from 26 games then had to go
cap in hand o seek re-election o the
league

1980: Alan Davidson was the one
real gain in 1979 and along with three
new signings in B0 — Steve Blarr,
Branko Buljevic and Vince Bannon, as
well as the emergence of George
Christopoulos as a class midlielder,
the club redeemed itsell by climbing to
third spot finishing only two points
behind champion Sydney City.,

1981: Three more astute signings —
Jim Shirra from Scotland, John Staven-
son from Sydney City and then Steve
Wooddin from New Zealand midway
through the season, saw South, still
under Margaritis, stage a neck and
neck battle with Sydney City for most
of the season before surrendernng the
title in the closing three rounds of the
competition

1982: The club won the pre-season
Ampol Cup beating Heidelberg 2-1 in
the final with new signing Charlie Egan
scoring one of the goals

But things turned sour lor Margaritis
and after four successive defeats in
April and May he was replaced by the
ebullient Tommy Docherty who made
more signings In Carl Halford and
Gerry Bennett bul could only lead the
club to sixth position on 31 points

1983: The NSL introduced three
points for a win and South Melbourne
brought Rale Rasic from Sydney as
coach

Rasic made important signings in
QOscar Crino, Ken Murphy, Bobby Rus-
sell and John Yzendoorn bul the leam
failed to click and Rasic was deposed
after taking only three points from
seven games in April and May with the
club languishing fourth [rom the
bottom

JRNE ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEARIN 1985

BARBARESSOOYZ()
I'TA KAOE MEPAKAH KAI AEBENTH.

J Barbaresso and South Melbourne
WHAT A GREAT DOULALE

FOOTSCRAY

POWER TOOLS
FOR SALES & SERVICE
recommends HITACHI power
tools and supports Hellas

Directors: TEL.

689-2311

S. Karas, J. Argyropolous

TRAVELLERS
APPAREL

Supporting
South Melbourne
Hellas




MANDALIS TAVERNA
1030 High Street
ARMADALE

Tel. 5097274
Supporting
SOUTH MELBOURNE HELLAS

. PARTHENON
s INDUSTRIES

Specialising in Kitchen Cabinels
and Buflt-in Furnilure

TEL. 51-3797, 51-4456
Aft. Hrs 527-7071, 523-7913
Factory: 6 BURNS ST, PRAHRAN 3181

PETER MITRAKAS :.

BARRISTER & SOLICITO!
Tel. 544-0700. A.H. 690-3
Legal Office: 1st Floo

325 CLAYTON ROALD
CLAYTON, 3168 VIC

South Melbourne Team Statistics

Date of
Position Name birth

Goalkeeper Folor Laymats 3. 457
Defenders Angie Postecoglou 27 8.65
Steve Blair 28 12.61
Krs Kaltalios 3 168
Bobby Russell 16 7.55

Jjohny Y2ensoom 17 8¢
Manny Anozikia 27 865
Peter Vardaan 13 665
Midlielders Carl Haltora 27 11.50
John Kanenoulls 4 168
Gary McDowell & 350
Qscar Crino g4 882
Voo Bazinoysk) J0 J.44
Forwards  Doug Brown 21 358
Charlie Egan 14 B8589
Kon Murphy 18 050

Country
of birth Clubs Appenrances
Austrafia Allona City '76 5
Preston ‘7678 VSF 66
South Malh. "79 NSL 1490
Austratia South Malb. ‘83 VSF 19
South Meib. "84 NSL 16+
Scotland Albion Flovers 7879 VSF an
South Molb. '80-'84 124+5 &
Greace South Mefb. '77. 78 NSL Ta+7 3
Northeote € ‘81 VSF 20 2
South Meth. '82-'83 VSF S0+ 1 |
Soulth Melb, ‘B4 NSL 24
Scotlsnd Adelaide C "78-°82 NSL 103 +1 6
Soutn Melb, 83-84 NSL 62 |
Englana Prahran S 'T8.'79 VSF 26 |
Helcelberg 72-'82 NSL BeE+3 1t
South Melh B3-84 NEL £1 42 r
Austrola South Melb B3 VSF 1342
South Malt 84 NSL
Aurstralieg South Mely, 82-'82 VSF 24 4+ 1
South Malth ‘B4 NGL
England Frankston C ‘8182 V&F 22
South Melb ‘B2-°84 NSL 62 +1 6
Auntrilin South Malb. '83 VSF 1743
South Meib ‘84 NSL 16 + 4
Scorana Hamilton Accies Scot
Foolscray '83.'84 NSL a0 3
Haly Juventus 7940 VSF 19+8 0
Tung Sing Hang Kang
Scuth Melbh 8384 NSL 52+3 W0
Yugostovie  South Melb '82.83 VSF 27+4 3
South Mol 83 NSL + 2
Dynamo Zogreb Yugosiavin
Scotlnd Stranmer (Scatinnd)
Shellield U England
Preston ‘8182 NSL 50+4+3 18
South Melb "82-'84 8941 38
Scolland Frankston C 81 VSF 22 20
South Melb. "82-'84 NSL 20 ‘2
Scatland Melty, Croalia 77-'82 VSF 135 30
South Molb. '83.'84 NSL 60 5

South Melbourne Full Record in NSL

Year Pos. Played Won
1977 11th 26 7
1978 3rd 26 12
1979 14th 26 6
1980 3rd 26 15
1981 2nd 30 13
1982 6th 30 1R
1983 4th 30 15
1984 1st 28 18

*Not including finals play-offs

Draw Loss

For Agst Points

1 27 35 22

B 45 30 32
17 26 45 16

8 42 21 35

4 41 27 38
10 46 37 31

8 a4 36 52

6 48 20 40"

South Melbourr
Committee

Chairman: C. Christoper

A Rasmussen Drive, Templestows
Ph. 842.2282 (H) — 419-8411
President: J. Diamatans,

15 Lomond Dnve. Glen Waverley
Ph, 233-3888 (H) — 699-1759
Vice President: B, Geargantis,
21 Entally Drive, Glen Waverley.
Ph 560-4B52 (H) — 2116116
Vice President 2: G Karageor
1 Taylor Street, Thombury

Ph. 480-5492 (H) — 387-5458
Secretary: P Mifrakas,

325 Clayton Road, Claylon

Ph 690-3210 (H) — 544-070C
Treasurer: G Vasilopoulos,

45 Como Street, Alphington

Ph, 49.3894 (H) — 304:0181
Asst. Secretary: C. Kryitsopoulc
47 Mountain Street, South Melbo
Ph. 699-8425 (H) — 51.9697

Asst. Treasurer: A Hens,

12 The Boulevard, North Balwyr
Ph B59-1924 (H) — 380-444:
Youth Prasident: P Douros

34 High Street, Doncaster
Ph. 857-4293 (H) — 417.444:

Youth Manager: S Kalogirou
1 The Avenue, Oakleigh
Ph 569-6946 (H) — 568-3211

Ground Manager: C Kalakalidis
41 Belula Avenue, Bundoora
Ph 467-4195 (H) — 478-368-
Social President: P Pallas
7/101 Caroline Streel, South Y;
Ph, 267-7708 (H) — 232-457

Social Secretary: P. Caslan

430 Waratah Ave . Lwr Temples
Ph 850-1558 (H) — 61-218!
Social Vice President: M. Leon:

58 Balaclava Road, Balaclava
Ph, 51-3797 (H) — 527-707

Public Relations: 5 Karas
54 City View Road, North Balw
Ph. 859.5834 (H) — 689-231
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MENSWEAR

160 Upper Heidelberg Rd,
lvanhoe
Tel. 49-1471
For High Fashion Menswear
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OYSTER SUPPLY P/
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CUP ACTION

ton v. South Melbourne. N.S.L. Cup Round 1
South Melbourne’s Steve Blair outjumps Preston's Robbie Dunn
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staR/ SFRGIO MELTA

sPOT

(Adelaide City)

Full name: Sergio Melta,

Birthplace and date: Adelaide, 19/1/59
Height and weight: 5' 10", 75kg
Home: Adelaide

Car: Alfa Romeo.

Favourite current player(s): Joe Watson,
Ambitions for 1985: To be successful

Long-term ambitions: To own my own
hairdressing salon.

After soccer career is over: Be happy
Previous clubs; Birkala, ‘75

Nickname: Zee.

Team you supported as a boy: Adelaide
City

Football heroes of childhood: Pele

Most memorable match: Philips Cup Final,
79

Biggest thrill: Being "84 NSL Player of the
Year

Biggest disappointment: Injuries
Superstitions: None.

International or other honours: 4
appearances for S.A. v Vic
Czechoslovakia.

Favourite other sports persons: Seve
Ballesteros.

Favourite other sport: Golf,
Hobbies: Photography.

Favourite actor or actress: Charles
Bronson, Eddie Murphy

Favourite T.V. show: Sports and
Documentaries

Favourite Musician: The Cure.
Biggest influence on career: Rale Rasic
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Despite its early slimination from
the National Cup and its traditionally
poor start to the league season. Ade-
laide City is a better championship
prospect this year than it was in
1984.

That is the opinion of Adelaide City
coach Edmund Kreft, whose opti-
mistic outlook appeared fully justified
after his team had scored 14 goals In
its first three Ampol Cup minor round
games this year

"We are stronger this season than
we were las! year when we lost five
players, Including Banfield and
Dods," said Krefl

City's first pre-season acquisition
was ace midfielder Adrian Santrac
from Beograd, but il failed to snare
young Azzurn goalkeeper David
Miller. who after training with the NSL
club succumbed to an offer to remain
with Azzurrl

Negotiations are proceeding with
Leichhardt goalkeeper Robbie Parks,
but in the meantime Willie McNally
has settled his difficulties and has re-
sumed with City

While it failed to sign David Milier, it
did manage to lure his brother Colin. a
lively win striker from Para Hills

Also signed were striker Fortu Cos-
tanzo from Salisbury United and Mike
Donnelly, & midfielder turned full-back
from Azzurfi.

There was a big bonus when iron-
man midfielder Brian Northcote de-
cided to mount @ courageous cCome-
back

Northcote retired in April, 1983,
atter a series of groin operations ap-
peared to have ended his fine career.

Those were the additions, but City
lost Paul Shillabeer, Pat DeVito and
Robbie Alberton

DeVito and Alberton have been
cleared to Azzurri, while Shillabeer
has appealed to the SA Soccer Fed-
aration for a reduction of his transfer
fee

Other plans went astray when
attempts to tempt overseas players,
Derek Parlane and Terry McDermatt
falled.

FORGET THE FALSE START —
ADELAIDE CITY WILL ARRIVE IN "85

By Allan Crisp

City enlisted the aid of its former
super-guest Dixie Deans 1o try for
aither Parlane or McDermott, but un-
characteristically, Dixie flalled 10
“score”

However, City expects o atone by
regaining Soccerco striker David
Mitchell after his stint with the 1amous
Glasgow Rangers.

The carrot to lure Mitchell in front of
all other interested clubs will be pro-
vided by Adelaide City's newest
sponsor. Fairmont Homes,

Mitchell's father, Jim, who lives in
Adelaide. described the offer as “fan-
tastic”. but its magnitude will not be
revealed until big Mitch sets fool back
on SA soil

From the financial aspect, Adelaide
City Juventus showed a marked im-
provement last year as it whittled
down a $400,000 debt to a more re-
spectable $100,000

Prospects for 1985 appear rosy
with the renewal of the Boral spon-
sorship, allied to the Adelaide Pesl
Control support and the new backing
of Fairmont Homes

President Charlie Caruso estimates
that the combined sponsorship pack-
age will bring City a cool $110,000
this year

The stage is now set for a lift on the
field where City will strive to improve
its unacceptable seventh placing of
las! season

Unquestionably, Adelaide City pos-
sess some of the finest player lalent
in Australia

Bugsy Nyskohus, Mr Reliable,
leads his team by example. His attri-
butes and brilliance with City since
the Philips League began in 1 Q77 are
legend

Nyskohus is supported in the City
defence by arguably the best central
defender in the league In power:
house stopper Neville Floundars.

Sergio Melta, 1984 NSL Player ot
The Year is the midfield kingpin. This
year he will have the backing of
Northcote, Santrac, young Steve
Maxwell and the irrepressible Charley
Villani
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Konstandopoulos goes up aginst
Birkalla goalkeeper Green in an

NSL Cup game,

Villani has more skill and talent
one toe than most players and f
year he promises to realise his en
mous potential to the fullest.

And the bes! is yet 1o be seen
outstanding young strikers Joe N
len and Peter Rankin and new rec
Fortu Costanzo

Kraft dropped Rankin and sub
tuted Mullen for the first NSL ge
this year, because he was distuft
by their recent inability 10 sCOre

But the City coach would do wel
remember that goal-king Gary G
also endured a barren period et
reqaining his magic touch

/ . AIRWAYS
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WEST ADELAIDE AIMS TO

REDISCOVER TITLE FORM

West Adelaide is pinning its hopes
of winning the NSL Southern Division
championship on Neil McGachey —
the still young Scot who captained
the ciub when it won the Philips
L.eague litle in 1978

McGachey, while not brand new to
the art of coaching, is a relative new-
comer

It was McGachey who took over
the coaching reins at West! for a briet
period while the club found a suc-
cessor 1o John Margaritis in the mem-
orable championship winning season
West eventually settled on Jim Adam
as Its coach for the remainder of
1978, but some good jJudges claim
that McGachey's motivational spell
had a lasting effec!

Already In pre-season preparation,
the Ampal Cup and the National Cup,
McGachey has displayed a flair for
the job which has encouraged sup-
porters and club officials to believe
that 1985 holds great promise

No doubt McGachey has learnt
plenty from the nine coaches he has
played under since the NSL began
eight seasons ago. Bul there are no
Outward signs that he is following the
methods of any of his predecessors
He s, in tact, very much his own man
and he is handiing the task in a unique
fashion

McGachey's first break with West
tradition came when he deserted the

Price (West Adelaids) lines up to
shoot at goal as two Brunswick
Juventus players rush to block his
shot.

coaches’ box to sit high in the grand-
stand during the games to issue in-
structions with the aid of & walkie
talkie

"You ge! a much broader view of
what's happening from the stand,’
McGachey said “"Besides, there's
not much point being in the box
because once the game kicks-off
there's nothing a coach can do
There's no point In yelling, because
the player's can't hear you | know |
never heard the coach during the 16
years | played with Wast. "

By Allan Crisp

An innovative, even daring move in
traduced by the new Westad coach
concerns post-maltch Interviews, not
with the Press, but with the fans

McGachey will make himself avail-
able to answer questions from the
Waest supporters on his tactics after
avery home match. "l believe that it's
better to face conflict than to dodge
" says McGachey, displaying the
same bravery he showed on the field
in 134 NSL games with West.

While West's finances are stable. It
has not splurged on the transfer
market. But ! has acquired two
excellen! State League strikers in
Gary Price of Adelaide Croatia and
Alan Scott of Azzurri. Wes! also has
purchased a young defensive glant
Les Matiscsak, from Campbelltown
City, bul he has hus far not broken
into the NSL team on a regular basis
Tall midfielder Mike Genikas {rom

Birkalla 1s another newcomer wailing
In the wings for his crack at the big
lime.

Price, Scolt, Maliscsak and Geni-
kas will be names to remember this
year, bul equally as significant should

be McGachey's "rediscovery" of
wing striker Bill Stetanopoulos, The
youngster had only fleeting appear-
ances under 1984 coach Sam Sala-
basidis, but his Ampol Cup style and
flair stamp him as an Important tirst
team player this vear.

Wes! has had another lucky break
with the successful comeback by for-
mer Socceroo goalkeeper Martyn
Crook. Crook was thrust into action
when Gary Sproul suffered a
paisoned foot and the big fellow
furned back the clock to the days
when he was first choice for the
national team,

Now West is in the enviable posi-
fion of having two outstanding custo-
dians.

West's fabulous supporters’ club
raised $148,573 fram its Miss Hellas
quest last year to rocket the club off
to & grand start in 1985. That cash,
plus a healthy profit from the sale of
West's North Terrace clubrooms late
las! year and the support of five major
sponsors have set the club well in the
black

West bought the North Terrace
building for $200,000 and spent a
turther $100,000 refurbishing it. The
building was sold to casino investors
for a cool $600,000.

York Moters chipped in  with
$16.000, while Commodore Pest
Control have done their share to pre-
venl West being white-ant ridden by
contributing $12,000.

International Fumiture and Electrical
renewed its sponsorship of $6,000
and Kosmos Furniture and Electrical
gave 55,000

Others 1o rally to West were the
Steel Radial Tyre Company with
$4000 and Athens World Travel
which gave $3000,

West's qatekeepings were less than
salisfactory last season, so it has
taken positive steps to remedy the
situation by inviting former English in-
ternational Frank Worthington to guest
for it once he completes his commit-
ments with English ciub Brighton

Flamboyant Worthington is an Ideal
choice as a long-term guest player
He has the flair and scoring ability to
pack the grandstands and terraces in
the same way Dixie Deans did back in
the heady Philips League days. ]



CUP-HOLDERS NEWCASTLE
DID IT THE HARD WAY

By Neil Jameson

The KO Kings of the
'Castle — that’s the title
earned by Newcastle as a re-
sult of their all-conquering
march to win the 1984
National Cup.

If ever a club eamed a trophy the
hard way, it was Newcastle Rosebud
United. For that reason the Cup holds
more than pride of place in the trophy
case at Rosebud's Clubhouse

Australian soccer’'s rools are
stronger in the Newcaslle-Coallields
area than anywhere else in the country
and it was fitting that, 100 years on
from the playing of the first organised
match In the reglon, Newcaslle should
bring home a prize as impartant as
the Cup

Last season saw a crisis period in
League ranks when Newcastle KB
United falled and had their place in
the NSL handed over to Newcastle
Rosebud Umted, a hastily prepared
merging of some of KB United's
players and the Adamstown Rosebud
side.

Newly-appointed coach Willie Gal-
lagher had an unenviable task. The
'84 season was some weeks old and
he was saddled with a squad sulfer-
Ing serious morale problems, woefully
short on experience and aware that
anything less than a reasonable
season might spell the end of New-
caslle's role in national soccer.

Bu! Gallagher was hardly the type
to dwell on the negatives. Running an
eye over his players he noted that the
remnants of KB United he had in-
hented might nat have been long on
expearience, but they definitely
weren't short on talent or guts

There was New Zealand international
goalkeeper Clint Gosling, still just 23
bu! possessing ability far beyond his
years

In Ralph Maier, Gallagher had an
accomplished member of Les Schein-

flug's 1983 World Cup Youth squad
and a dedicated professional in the
making. Maier had captained Australia
in the victory over Scotland, was a fit-
ness fanatic and could play right back
ar midfield

Mike Boogaard had always been an
able, uncompromising defender and
the previous season had learned
much from the experienced Peter
Burke, since departed for Canberra
Boges, as he is known, would make
an ideal centre-back in the new line-
up.

“One of Gallagher's first
crucial moves was to appoint
Senkalski as captain’.

Bermard Kerby and Simon Brandt
were two graduates of the Newcastle
youth system. Alang with Maier they'd
made the crucial step to senior foot-
ball and had shown they could play in
a number of positions. Kerby was a
midtielder cum detender while the
versatile Brandt, a agreal poacher of
goals, was proficient in almos! any
position

Ball-winning midfielder John Mc-
Quarrie was originally an Adamstown
player who had spent a year with KB
So he was returning 1o familiar ground.

David Jones added a touch of
genuine experience at left midfield or
wing while Joe Senkalski, probably
the finest locally-bred player to repre-
sent Newcastle in the NSL, com-
manded the middie of the park

Gallagher at least had a basis on
which to build but he was restncted
to drawing his extras from the ranks
of Adamstown Rosebud. The coach
appointed Andy Thompson left back,
Neville Power, who many thought
should have played NSL football years
earlier, joined Boogaard in central
defence

Dean Milosevic, a winger whose
speed matched his skill, had made

NSL appearances for Blacklown |
fore his return to Rosebud, He ag
found himsell back in the top leag
this time wearing his home-to
colours

A tiny bundle of skill by the nams
Derek Todd qot the central st
role and Gallagher found a midf
bonus when he signed Steve Aller
a dual registration from Cessnock

This line-up, with one or two ve
tions, headed Newcastle's Cup ¢
lenge. Those with money to Sf
could have got any odds about N
caslle's chances of winning a m
trophy because of the early sea
upheaval, the problems of play
familiarising themselves with a
coach and the lact that Newcs
had no depth whatsoever

And depth was vilal because al
with the standard run of injuries, N
castle suffered serious setback:
the goalkeeping position and Ne
Power had his season cut shortw
he broke an ankle.

In Power's lll-fortune there w:
silver lining because it introdL
leenage defender Nell Owens to
line soccer. He is currently one o
League's young hotshots cau
much embarrasment to national y
coach Jim Shoulder for his exclu
from the World Cup finals squad

One of Gallaghers first cr
moves was to appoint Senkalski
tain. Il Newcaslle were 1o per
then a big effort would be reql
from the gifted midfielder. Joe
played in every national lez
season since 1977 and, althougt
only in his rmid 20s, the physical
cation teacher was one of the
experienced hands in this you
team

To extract the best from Senk
Gallagher figured the player woul
spond to responsibility; and that's
aclly how it panned oul. Joe's
was of an extraordinary standard
earned him praise from national ce

SID FOGG & SONS PTY. LTD.
CHARTER SPECIALISTS
Exclusive Carriers of
Newcastie Rosebud United
Luxury Air-Conditioned Coaches

PH. 28 1158 PH. 28 1088
MAIN ROAD, FULLERTON COVE J

SCHWEPPES

Proud Sponsors of
Rosebud United Youth Squad

Schweppes
Soft Drinks




vese sunk Newcastle

fans with a 4-1
Saints,

Frank Arck as well as an offer to join
Sydney City for the '85 season. Hap-
plly tor Newcaslle, the midfielder re-
|ected the Sydney City approach

The '84 Cup campaign started none
oo Impressively for Newcastle with

an own goal by Glen Fontana and a

penalty conversion by Senkalski pro-

viding the difference in a narrow 2-1

result over Wollongong

Newcastle can thank providence
that the early rounds were played on

a round robin rather than a knock-out
basis because the eventual winners
would have been out In their second
malch

A goal by Leichhardt's Tony Geno:
1-0 but the
Rosebuds had done enough to qual-
ity for the nex! rounds agains! St
George

The match brought Newcastle home
for the first time in the series and they
responded to the urging of their own
demolition of the

Boogaard and Milosevic combined
to put Todd in for the first goal after a

Newcaslle Rosebud United's 1984 NSL Cup Final line up

minute. Mark Barton squared the ac-
count for the Saints belore the
mercurial Todd shimmied past two
detenders to make it 2-1

Ralph Maier made a solo run through
the heart of Saints' defence to score
number three, and man-of-the-match
Boogaard rounded it off by volleying
home the fourth.

Sydney City went next when two
goals by Milosevic and another by
Boogaard did the damage.

That teed Newcastle up for a mid-
week rendezvous with Lelchhard! In
the semi-final at Barton Park. Again
Todd started proceedings by scoring
off a header and dead-ball exponent
Senkalski put It beyond doubt by
curving a Iree-kick around the wall
and into the net — 2-0

It seemed the hurdie most likely to
upset Newcastle's fairytale progress
was the prospect of having to play
the final against Melbourne Croalia in
Melbourne. The Inter-state trip plus
the pressure-cooker atmosphere of a
Cup Final was thought to be too much
for the youngest side In the League

Melbourne duly got the nod lor the
home-town advantage and Newcastle
headed south knowing that justa mere
90 minutes of soccer would decide
whether the return trip would be a
funeral march or a celebration pro-
cession

The crucial moment ol a tense
malch occurred in the 30th minute
when Derek Todd found an extra half
metre and hit the winner for New-
castle

Over the 90 minutes, Rosebud
wera worth the victory and the
celebrations back in Newcaslle ran
long Into the week

As it to prove that the club has an
appetite for sudden-death soccer,
the Newcaslle teenagers made it a
double by winning the NSL Youth Cup.

Newcastle Rosebud United's pro-
aress o Nationai victory was:

Newcastle 2 Wollongong 1
Newcaslle 0 Leichhardt 1
Newcastle 4 St. George 1
Newcastle 3 Sydney City 0
Newcastle 2 Leichhard! O
Newcastie 1 Melbourne Croatia O

ADAMSTOWN ROSEBUD
SOCCER CLUB
CO-OPERATIVE LIMITED

All are welcome at the Club
match to enjoy a Carlton Beer.

after the

ATTACK SPORTS

Albury

Suppliers of Players Strip to
Newcastle Rosebud United
We wish the Club all the best

for the 1985 Season
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MAKE OR BREAK YEAR
FOR BRISBANE CLUBS

By Geoff Stead, of the “Brishane Telegraph”

Undoubtedly 1985 is a
make or break vyear for
Queensland's two National
League clubs, Brisbane City
and Lions — but officials
from both sides have warned
““beware of the banana-
benders’’,

Both clubs are stocked with talented
local products, youngsters who are
the envy of other clubs Players like
former young Socceroos Danny
Wright, Russell Stewart and Stephen
Glockner; rugged stopper  Alan
Hunter, who took over from former
Socceroo Col Bennett in the Lions
team; skilful fullback Steve Jackson;
big target man Calvin Daunt: and mid-
fielders Frank Mengotti, Andy Chap-
man and Luciano Fabrizio.

Together they represent thousands
of dollars of soccer talent — but to
Brisbane City and Lions they are
worth much, much more. They are
the base on which the two clubs are
building for the future They are
players whose dges are no mare than
23 years, most are Just out of their
teens. All have al leas! a decade of
National League football in front of
them

Butlike all ambitious soccer players,
the young Queenslanders are anxious
for success,

The haunting thought for officials of
City and Lions is that if their “super-
kids” don't taste success this
season, they may head south next
year, lured by the templing dallars,
the sparkle of the silverware and
much maore importantly a better
chance of a green and gold jersey

Queensland’s representatives in full
Australian teams have been few and
far between in recent years. Danny
Wright gained selected in the A"
Squad last season, before withdraw-
ing through injury, while before him
only Alan Niven (Lions) and Steve
Perry (City) have worn the green and
gold at full level since the National
League began

But Queensland officials cite the
examples of David Ratcliffe and Frank
Farina as former Sunshine State

players who suddenly rocketed to
star status once they switched to
clubs south of the border

This season both Queensland clubs
are determined to change that and are
hunting due recognition. But at the
same time, Brisbane City and Lions
like being the underdogs of the
national competition They maintain
thal Australian sport has a tradition of
the underdog avenlually winning.

The two Queensland clubs have put
their faith almost entirely in the local
products this season and believe they
have sides so charged with spirit that
"southerners' will have no choice but
to sit up and take notice,

“"We have no prima donnas" City
officials boasted this year. “We have
a side in which every member is pre
pared to give 100 percent for his
team-mates, the coach and the sup-
porters. ™

And while that kind of almosphera
IS one which promotes success. City
officials are not making any wild pre-
dictions for 1985

New coach Tony Lowndes, who
once boasted he had “more clubs
than Jack Nicklaus" is back for his
second stint at Spencer Park and this
time looks sel for an extended stay.
He has made It his mission to restore
Brisbane City to its former glory

And the records show Brisbane City
has bean one of the league's most
successful teams. The club occuples
10th position on the all-time NSL fable
with 192 points fram its 222 games
prior to the start of this year. It should
not be forgotten that Brisbane City
finished fourthin 1979, losing the top

four championship Grand Final o
2-1 on aggregate to the powerh
Sydney City, and two years laf
Brisbane City finished third in th
overall table,

But it has been in the Cup that Ct
have been among the mos!t succes:
ful sides in the competition. In 197
the Gladiators marched into the firy
and took the trophy after aownin
Marconl on penalties at Spencer Par
after a 1-1 scoreline at the end o
extra time

The following year City were bag
in the final again and oulclassed Ade
laide City to win the trophy with a 2-1
scoreline. The following year the clut
missed the hat-trick only when it was
eliminated on penalties in the quarter
finals by St. George

Since then things have not been s
rosy for City and the past three years
have produced a final league position
of no better than third-last

But Lowndes is out to change al
that.

"We are aiming to get a top hal
position, but more importantly we
want to get the club on an even kel
both in the playing staff and the ad
ministration side of things," Lowndes
said.

“It's going to take three years be
cause il is a major rebullding project,
there has been too much ad hoc buy-
Ing and planning at the club in the past
and that is why the team has slippad
out of the limelight "

Lowndes has enlisted the aid of top
Brisbane junior coach Tony Buesnal
who has invited talented young
players from around Brisbane to jo
City. It will be In his team that young
sters will be groomed for the Nationa
League.

Al Lions Stadium, Richlands,
Brisbane Lions celebrate after

scorning a goal against Ipswich in ths
15t Round of the N.S.L. Cup.




Geoff Stead.

‘Tony Is a good young coach who
knows how to handle the youngsters
For the first time Brisbane City has
pul its faith in local talent. We will be
blooding a lot of players this year, just
letting them sit on the bench or having
a few minutes near the end of a game
It will all pay off in the future.”

A lot of experienced players have
left the club this season, but Lowndes
believes no-one is irreplaceable. Gone
from last season are stopper Frank
Liddell, fullback Steve Perry and mid-
lielder Frank Pimblett. Liddsll Is now
back In Scotland playing for Second
Division ciub Arbroath, while Perry
and Pimblett are on the sidelines after
dilferences with the club during the
off-season. Both are retained and
could return at any stage,

Gone also from last year's squad
are Sunshine Coast players Tim
O'Maye and Steve Walsh, who was
signed mid-year last season alter
scorng 17 goals in one match for
Noosa River, but Walsh found the
NSL standard much tougher and did
not get on the score sheet until the
final round last season

But back in the City side is former
Queensland fullback Billy Wilkinson,
who s now the mainstay of the City
defence in playing stopper in front of
new captain Mike Milovanovic at
sweeper. Wilkinson retired from NSL
football nearly two years ago when
he was constantly troubled by knee
Injuries,

But a season with Brisbane club
North Star in the less demanding
Premier League proved the tonic for
Wilkinsan and now the Scotsman is
back in the City team and keen to add
o his 121 NSL appearances — a tally

which makes him City's fourth all-time
longest serving NSL player,

Regulars like busy midfielder Bobby
Hamilton and fullback Gary Bromfield
back again and helping stabilise the
young and raw city side

"The spirit will carry us through,"”
Lowndes said. "l don't profess to be
a molivator but the boys say the new
atmosphere is because of me. | think
they are doing it themselves."

It last season was any indication, it
seems any chances of Queensland
Success this year rests firmly with
Lions. The side surged from third-last
In the National Conterence to finish
fourth at the end of fixtures. the high-
ast posilion aver for the club.

Only one player from last year's
squad has been lost, Ray Junna who
switched to Brisbane City, and the
squad has been strengthened as
Lions' success las! year attracted
many local players, some former
players lured back by the club's bold
1984 showing. They include former
NSL team members Tom McGregor
and Brett Beves and a host of other
hopefuls including Norm Bell, Martin
Green and Craig Dangedield, who
could all push for NSL selection in the
future

Other signings include Tony Red-
mond, the brother of Phil, wha is back
In action after a knee inury last
season. And of course there are re-
gular second team players like Paul
Burns, Mick Tonner and David Hunter
who seemingly are only matches away
from cementing an NSL berth.

Lions also have waiting in the wings
young Socceroo squad member
Richard Bassingthwaighte, whose
work rate and distribution in midfield
is hard to match. After fraining con-
stantly through the summer under the
auidance of State Director of Coach-
Ing Bruce Stowell, Bassingthwaighte
Is one of the fittest players in
Queensland this season

Players like Bassingthwaighte, Jack-
son, Russell Stewart, Clark Anderson,
Alan Hunter and Roddy Vasquez en-
sure the Lions team still has one of
the youngest average ages of any
NSL side.

But despite the apparent inexperi-
ence, the team showed its true tough
character when late last year it over-
came the club's “Melbourne
hoodoo”. For seven years prior to
last Octaber, Lions had not won in
Melbourne.

But guided by the irrepressible
Stewart brothers Russell and John in

midfield, and big Hunter in the backs,
Lions broke the hoodoo by beating
Brunswick Juventus 4-2 in the almi-
nation semi. The win was one of the
club’s greatest triumphs and ranked
alongside the 1981 Cup Final 3-2
win over West Adelaide

Tragically for the confidence-
boosted Lions side, they stumbled at
their next hurdle in last year's top five
senes — bawing ou!l on penalties 1o
Heldelberg.

Lions’ coach Gordon Arrowsmith
has set his side a target of no less
than last year's achievements, but he
cancedes things will be tougher this
season for his brillant young team.

“We have thrown off the "easy-
beats” tag now and we wan't have
the advantage of complacency in the
other side this year. Everyone will
know they will have to play well to
beal Lions," Arrowsmith said

Despite that Arrowsmith refuses o
change his pledge to play attacking
football, *'We did it last year and it put
a lot ol people under pressure so
there is no reason to change,” he
said

Arrowsmith agrees that unless
Lions taste success this season it will
be tough to keep many of the team's
lop young stars next year. Only ex-
lensive negotiations swayed Alan
Hunter from switching to Heldelberg
this season.-But Arrowsmith points
out, Lions are in a better position than
most realise,

"The players we are lalking about
have to maintain their own standards
to attract the southern clubs, and if
they do that then Lions should win."
he said

Arrowsmith is looking for consist-
ency from his players and the club
now has considerable depth which
means every player is under pressure
for his position — a situation which
promotes top football.

The Stewart brothers were the
lynch-pins of the Lions team last year
and Arrowsmith predicts they will
teature prominently again

"Watch out for John Stewart this
yedr and don't be surprised if Russell
gels called up to the National Team,
His attitude at training Is 100 percent
better than last year. | think Alan
Hunter will make a big Impression
again this year, and as for Steve
Jackson, well | think he should have
been in the National Team last season.
Hopelully Frank Arok will look at him

this year," Arrowsmith said n
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RUSSELL STEWART

(Brishane Lions)

Full name: Russell Stewart,
Birthplace and date: Brishane, 27/3/64
Height and weight: 175cm, 11 stone.

Home: Marsden, an outer Brisbane
suburb.

Car: Holden Commodore.

Favourite current player(s): Glen Hoddle
(Spurs, England)

Ambitions for 1985: To do well In the
league with Lions and to win a full cap.

Long-term ambitions: To play for as long
as | can and then go into coaching

After soccer career is over: | haven't
really thought about it because | figure |
will be around for a while yet

Previous clubs: Mount Gravatt (Qld
Premier League)

Nickname: Walkie Talkle

Team you supported as a boy: Mount
Gravatl

Football heroes of childhood: Denis Law,
George Best

Most memorable match: Opening World
Youth Championship match against Mexico
on Azteca Stadium in Mexico City in 1983

Biggest thrill: Beating Scotland in the
World Youth Tournament

Biggest disappointment: Nothing yet

Superstitions: | wear my underpants
inside out during matches

International or other honours: 21 youth
caps, state honours at all levels.

Favourite other sports persons: My
brother John.

Favourite other sport: Goll,
Hobbies: Golf, Tennis and any sports

Favourite actor or actress: Charles
Bronson, John Wayne.

Favourite T.V. show: Match of the Day

Favourite Musician: Jim Barnes (ex-Cold
Chisel)

Biggest influence on career: My family
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\X/e support Soccer. o ‘, "

Australian Soccer Pools Pty Ltd

(Incorporated in Victoria)

Agents throughout Austrdlia.




FLY OLYMPIC
TO ATHENS AND
THE WORLD

T~ '
— —

oL M&C SPIRIT

A WISE CHOICE

Every Wednesday and Saturday afternoon,
Olympic Airways’ pampered passengers fly by
superb 7475 to Athens.

Olympic can then fly you from Athens onward
to London, the rest of Europe and the world!
But you'd be wiser to stopover on a Greek
island—and keep the world waiting.

OLYMPIT

A 5 R W A Y S
Yot s, The International Airline of Greece

SYDNEY -Tel: (02241 1751. (008)22 1663.
MELB —Tel: (03)6025400. (008)33 1448.
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